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No time to ease the pressure 

Three years ago Searchlight openly asked what it 
would take to force the authorities to act against 
the hate site Redwatch. For several years, anti- 
racists, trade unionists and community activists 
have been harassed, intimidated and attacked 
after their personal details were put on the site 
run by the nazi terror group Combat 18. 
For three years the authorities refused to act. 

Now there appears to be some movement. 
It is sad that it took a trade unionist to be almost 
killed for the Government to take notice. 

In a modern democratic society protection 
against this form of political intimidation should 
not be too much to ask. After all, the 
Government creates laws to protect scientists 
and spends millions erecting defences around 
Parliament. 

While Searchlight welcomes moves to 
tighten legislation to prevent these websites in 
the future it is also important to deal with 
those who have caused so much misery to so 
many over the past few years, especially when 
the perpetrators’ objective is to silence their 
political opponents. We know who they are, and 
so do the authorities. 

A failure by the police to take the necessary 
action will be seen as another green light for the 
attacks to continue. 

It has taken a lot of effort to move the 
Government this far; now we must continue to 
exert pressure to ensure we all receive protection 
from political intimidation and harassment. 


No room for complacency 
During the May local elections, the Conservative 
Party made political capital out of the BNP 
threat to Labour. While it is true that the 
BNP has gained most in traditional Labour- 
voting communities, the Conservatives have no 
room for complacency. The BNP came within 
157 votes of winning an ultra-safe Tory ward. 
With the UK Independence Party stumbling 
from one crisis to another, there is now a real 
danger of the BNP winning representation in the 
London Assembly in 2008. 


A fitting tribute 

This month Searchlight begins to advertise its 
2007 calendar. Its 12 photographs capture 
political and social struggle over the past 
40 years. All the pictures were taken by Mike 
Cohen who, until his death in October 2002, 
worked tirelessly for Searchlight. 

The son of Jewish East Enders, Mike’s roots 
were in anti-fascism, with family members who 
fought the fascists at Cable Street and served in 
the Second World War. Mike was also an active 
member of the militant anti-fascist 62 Group. 
His fighting spirit lives on in his images of active 
trade unionism and the peace movement, and as 
a weapon against today’s nazis in the BNP. 


Salud Mike, the fight goes on. <j 














Feature 
2006 
World Cup 


ho ate allt 


he Germania 94 ground — the 
oldest of the league grounds in 
Frankfurt — lies a good few 
kilometres from the city centre 





England fan and writer 
Mark Perryman explains 
the significance of what 
happened off the pitch 








































in Germany. 


(right) Families were 
lamiarel corbilate Ng 
common sight 
among England fans 


(below) Some fans 
simply could not 
escape the war 


and the huge fan park erected on the 
banks of the River Main. Gathered here 
on the night of Germany’s opening 
match against Costa Rica are around 
two hundred German and English fans. 

Just a few years ago this would have 
been impossible. If our own mutual 
suspicion and loathing hadn't kept us 
apart, the police would have done so by 
enforcing rigid segregation. But times 
have changed. For too long England 
fans have allowed our reputation to be 
created for us by an unruly, often 
violent, invariably racist minority. 
Instead of taking responsibility for 
changing this disastrous state of affairs 
we would argue over who was to blame. 
Our hooligans? Their hooligans? The 
media? The police? All these and more 
would regularly compete in this frankly 
futile blame. game. The inconvertible 
fact was that our reputation arrived 
before us, always negative and with dire 
consequences for all those who had 
nothing to do with it. Bars shut, hotels 
with “no vacancies” signs, the riot police 
out in force, water canon and snarling 
dogs ready to do their worst, and the 
host city’s own hooligans preparing to 
do battle with the English. 

Germany was entirely different. 
The process began in Japan four years 
ago during World Cup 2002. Around 
10,000 England fans travelled out 
there, more than enough to make a 

nuisance of ourselves if the fancy 
took us. But instead we marvelled 
at how much the Japanese liked 
us. They were fascinated by our 
gutsy commitment, how loud we 
would sing, the flags we tied up from 
every vantage point, the volume of beer 
we consumed, before we stripped to the 
waist and waited for our skin to roast. 
We were loud, colourful and massed in 
numbers, but the Japanese never 
assumed this necessarily spelt 
trouble. In return we shifted from 
“no one likes us we don't care” 


ss to “everyone likes us 

=— ” 
—— _ we do care”. 
What this 


did was provide England fans with an 
alternative way of “doing Englishness”. 
Before, there was only one ready-made 
model for being an England fan. 
The hooligans were never in a majority 
but their immovable presence allowed 
their behaviour to become the measure 
against which many others would 
test their commitment to the cause. 
Japan changed all this. We hadn't 
compromised our desire to see England 
win by becoming welcome guests at the 
World Cup party, we just enjoyed 
ourselves a sight more. 

Germany was always going to be an 
entirely different proposition. But the 
experience of Japan, a similar party 
atmosphere at Euro 2004 in Portugal 
and scarcely any trouble during the 
qualifying rounds provided  well- 
founded cause for optimism. 

The optimism forced two important 
policy shifts. Firstly the media for 
the first time did not focus on the 
near certainty of trouble caused by 
England fans. A self-fulfilling prophecy 
is no excuse for hooliganism, we are 
responsible for our own actions, but 
it is a compelling factor that can 
help produce exactly the outcome the 
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journalists are describing. By fright- 
ening away those least likely to 
cause trouble and attracting those 
most interested in finding trouble 
the necessary forces are assembled. 
The build-up to Germany featured 
much less of this kind of coverage than 
previously. In its place were articles 
about the risk posed to England fans by 
others, the Poles in particular. This was 
not always helpful — there is not much 
to be gained by swapping one victim of 
demonisation for another — but at least 
we were not being portrayed in the 
same old negative manner that we'd 
become accustomed to for too long. 
Secondly, the attitude of the German 
hosts was trusting and welcoming, 
rather than fearful and oppressive. 
The Germans were determined that 
this World Cup should be a huge party 
and took a policy decision early on to 
welcome everyone, with or without 
tickets. This was a huge change from 
just eight years previously at France 98 
when the British government, the police 
and the French effectively criminalised 
the “ticketless fan’. An equation was 
dreamt up: without a ticket the only 
possible reason a fan would travel would 





be to cause trouble. Germany was to be 
different. The organisers went out of 
their way to cater for the huge numbers 
who would come, be part of the 
tournament but not be able to get inside 
the stadium. They took a risk, a big one, 
had faith in the good nature of most, 
and allowed this party to engulf their 
cities, towns and country. 

These two crucial shifts then allowed 
a policing presence that was friendly, 
but firm. The riot police, visored 
helmets, shields and batons were there 
alright but tucked out of sight around 
the corner. The role of the police 
instead was to facilitate the party, let it 
run smoothly, sort out any problems 
and make assessments before any 
increased presence might be required. 
Such a policy had worked in Portugal to 
spectacularly good effect. Germany 
proved this was no one-off and this 
must now become the norm. 

What about our fans? O’Reilly’s Bar 
is less than a hundred metres from the 
main exit from Frankfurt railway 
station. When I arrived in the city the 
day before the World Cup began it was 
packed with English lads singing the 


now notorious “Ten German Bombers” 


he Sauerkraut? 


song, complete with an inflatable 
spitfire being chucked from one side of 
the crowd to the other. It is always 
possible to find a bar like this, invariably 
it is Irish and the nearest one to the 
railway station. It provides one picture 
of what it means to be an England fan, 
a not insignificant portrayal but nor is it 
representative. Wander round Frankfurt 
and you could have found numerous 
bars where the English mixed with 
others, didn’t sing such songs and just 
got on with having a good time, very 
much wanting to be part of what the 
World Cup is about at its best: fans 
from 32 nations getting together and 
finding that what we have in common — 
football — is more important than the 
90 minutes which divide us. 

Englishness remains an uncertain 
concept. St George is of course an 
ancient flag but in reality it is a new flag, 
born again at Euro 96, with Three 
Lions on our shirts and another penalty 
shoot-out ending in disappointment. 
Propelled by a decade of qualifying, 
and not doing so badly, at European 
Championships and World Cups, 
St George has acquired a fresh 
momentum, aided by a Rugby World 
Cup and Ashes win both in the name of 
England too. St George is a flag of a 
multicultural England, as likely to be 
flown, worn or daubed nowadays in our 
inner cities by a black or Asian England 
fan as a white one. Of course there 
remain those who define their 
Englishness in racialised terms but 
this is increasingly being contested. 
Germany 2006 witnessed the 
increasingly diverse support for team 
and country. 

As England’s campaign unfolded the 
woe about what was happening on the 
pitch, accompanied by the spectacle of 
the “wags” show sometimes risked 
preventing a realisation of the 
significance of what was happening off 
the pitch. 

For seasoned World Cup goers this 
was a very different -N-G-E-R-L-A- 
N-D to the one they were used to being 
shamed by. More women England fans, 
more families and a small but growing 
number of black and Asian fans 


travelled to Germany. But most of all b> 





Tens of thousands of England fans watched the matches on big screens 








there were simply more of us than 
anybody ever imagined. Pre-tournament 
estimates had centred on 100,000, 
which was simply some bright spark 
taking the number who travelled to 
Euro 2004 and doubling it. By the time 
we went out to Portugal in the quarter- 
final it was reckoned that 350,000 
England fans had visited Germany. 

Another sign of the people’s game 
being gentrified? Hardly. Cheap flights 
and internet accommodation booking 
have made such a trip less costly and 
easier to organise than ever before. 
Yet this is a huge shift. When Germany 
hosted Euro 88 England had the 
smallest support with just 7,500. 
Two years later in Turin, when England 
delivered its best performance since 
1966 at the World Cup semi-final, not 
many more — 10,000 or thereabouts — 
made it to Italy. Sixteen years later just 
for England’s opening game against 
Paraguay there were six or seven times 
this number, 60-70,000, of our fans in 
Frankfurt. This is an extraordinary shift 
and one that is not down only to the 
increasing popularity of football. 

In the 1990s it was the policy of the 
FA to restrict England’s support as 
much as possible in the mistaken belief 
that by reducing numbers they could 
more easily manage any outbreaks of 
disorder. But all this policy did was once 
again to deter those least likely to cause 
trouble while never effectively deterring 
those who sought it. Germany was the 
decisive proof that the more open a 
tournament is to all those who want to 
savour it, the greater the isolation of 
those whose sole purpose is to spoil it 
for the rest of us. 





There remains an antisocial minority 
who follow England. This is hardly 
surprising when for some people any 
Friday or Saturday night is likely to end 
in a fight over a spilt pint or someone 
eyeing up their girlfriend. Mix this with 
football, rivalry and an antipathy to all 
things foreign and the stage is set for 
them to perform for the cameras. 
But increasingly while a few people 
choose to behave in this way, the 
majority turn the corner and find 
another bar to drink in. It is this 
distinctive travelling culture, a 
determination to sample the foreign 
beer, try out the different food, chat to 
the locals about the plight of their team 
and see the odd sight which more than 
anything else is shaping England’s 
support and separating the bulk of it 
from those who “do” their English in a 
less welcome ways. This is not about 
anti-racism necessarily, nor even 
necessarily anti-violence; it is important 
not to impose external frames of 
reference on the changes taking place. 
But the consequences are clear, a 
support that is beginning to divorce 
pride from prejudice, distinguish 
between hope and hatred, and no longer 
tests its commitment by confrontation. 

As the St George flags flew 
commentators from left and right 
agonised over what all this might mean. 
The era of devolution has almost 
exactly matched this past decade of 
Euro 96 to World Cup 2006. We've 
failed to join the Euro, embarked on a 
war with the lowest level of popular 
support ever, and continued to grapple 
with what a black and white England 
might end up looking like. 


The English question has scarcely 
been mentioned, debated, addressed yet 
it refuses to go away. Those flags keep 
being flown, this sense of us being 
English, not the same as the Scots or 
Welsh, is more obvious than ever 
before. But we have nothing, no 
parliament, no borders, not even our 
own anthem to call our own. Until we 
do we'll have to settle for a team of 
eleven, names and squad numbers on 
their backs to tell us who they — we — 
are. It’s just a shame not enough of 
them can take a decent penalty. ~=a 


MARK PERRYMAN is the author 
of Ingerland: Travels with a 
Football Nation, published by 
Simon & Schuster and available 
from all major bookshops 
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A Day at Dachau 


IT SEEMED AN outrageous sug- 
gestion when it was first made. 
With all this pressure to “don’t 
mention the war” what could 
England fans be thinking of by 
visiting Dachau during the World 
Cup? 

Our intentions were clear. 
Two world wars have nothing to do 
with our one World Cup. This mix- 
up in the name of national pride 
both belittles the heroism of those 
who fought to defeat fascism and 
obscures the horror and politics of 
the Holocaust. In part it is a product 
of two decades’ worth of turning 
the Second World War into a 
situation comedy. 

Our intent was to mark the 
Holocaust by visiting Dachau 
jointly with German and Polish fan 
groups. We wanted to express our 
shared opposition to this horrific 


period of human history, and our 
vigilance against a politics that 
begins with hate your neighbour 
and ends in the gas chamber. 
The fact that the President of Iran 
continues to claim that Dachau, and 
places like it, never existed made 
our visit even more relevant. 

The response was magnificent. 
England fans were joined by Munich 
1860, Bayern Munich, Dortmund, 
Hamburg and Frankfurt fan groups, 
together with the “Never Again” 
anti-racist football group from 
Poland and Maccabi GB, the Jewish 
sports organisation. All the groups 
laid wreaths, the huge floral St 
George Cross accompanied by the 
words of Edith Cavell, the English 
nurse executed by the Germans 
during the First World War, 
“Patriotism is not enough, | must 
have no hatred for others”. ~< 
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Old England? 


Hooliganism is on the wane and a new breed of 
supporters is certainly giving England a better, more 
positive image. But, as Nick Lowles reports in his 
alternative view of the World Cup, some of the worst 
aspects of our culture were never far away. 


he lone Brazilian walked, slowly, 

through the crowd. It was a hot 

afternoon and she was sporting a 

tight Brazilian top. “Get your tits 
out for the lads,’ sang some England fans 
gathered outside the Victoria hotel in 
Nuremberg. 

The woman continued her 
journey through the throng, nervously. 
One English fan grabbed her, another 
poured beer over her head. 

It was a scene the likes of which was 
repeated everywhere England played. 
While only a minority of the tens of 
thousands of England fans behaved in 
this manner, there were enough for 
onlookers to know that all is still not well 
with our nation. 

In Frankfurt, where England played 
their opening game, the English 
had made O'Reilly's their headquarters. 
Here were the lads who sang anti-Irish 
and anti-German songs for three 
consecutive days. Thousands passed 
through this bar, most seemingly content 
with the vitriolic nationalist singing, 
probably all oblivious to the fact that 
Oscar Schindler, whose story was 
immortalised in the film Schindler’ List, 
had once lived in the apartments above. 

From time to time a stray German 
wandered through the crowds. They were 
punched and abused for their sins. 
Two Leeds fans stressed their frustration 
about the lack of people to fight; one 
boasted about how he would like to“cut a 
fucking Muslim's throat’. 

Germany kicked off the World Cup with 





a match against Ecuador and thousands 
of locals packed the large screens along 
the river. Two hundred England 
supporters gathered in a pub close to 
one of the entrances and sang abuse 
throughout much of the game, and a 
young man of Turkish origin was attacked 
by several England fans. There was a brief 
stand-off after the match as_ rival 
supporters squared up to one another, 
though perhaps in bygone years this 
trading of insults would have quickly 
been followed by an exchange of blows. 

Back at O'Reilly's the English crowd, 
now numbering over 800, continued its 
anti-German singing. Footballs were 
kicked high up into the air and eight 
police officers had to escort a cowering 
German man through the crowd for his 
own protection. 

As has become common, England 
games abroad have become an arena for 
old scores to be settled and new grudges 
formed. Everton fans clashed with Spurs, 
and Portsmouth with Southampton. 
In one horrific incident, a Lincoln fan 
bottled a Leeds fan in the eye. 

Later that night, and unreported in the 
media, English and Germans fans clashed 
in the red-light district. At its height, 70 
Germans were fighting with 40 English. 
The fight lasted several minutes and by 
the time the trouble was over the street 
was littered with broken bottles, chairs 
and glasses. In another part of the city 
there was a further clash involving 100 
rival fans. 

Everywhere England played the 


atmosphere was the same. A minority 
yes, but a sizeable minority. Few were out 
and out hooligans, the 3,500 banning 
orders had seen to that, but many were 
up fora fight after a day of heavy drinking. 

England played Sweden in Cologne 
and as usual tens of thousands of English 
supporters began gathering in the city 
centre the day before the game. 
Hundreds of English fans took over yet 
another square, and a statue was 
commandeered as a centre of operations. 

Day turned to night and the 
atmosphere became more aggressive. 
Police were forced to remove a German 
flag that had been hung out of a nearby 
window in order to pacify the English 
crowd, which by now had packed the 
square. A local shop had been looted of 
300 bottles of beer. 

For some English fans there is a thin line 
between apparent good-natured singing 
and violence and often it takes just one 
spark to initiate trouble. In Cologne it was 
a German fan who “foolishly” decided to 
join in the fun by climbing up the back of 
the statue with his own national flag. 

It proved to be a serious mistake. 

As one English fan tried to pull the 
German off, a barrage of bottles and 
glasses began to be hurled. The one that 
landed on the man’s head brought a 
huge cheer from the crowd. Another 
Englishman who was halfway up the 
statue tried to move round in a bid to 
confront the German. His foot slipped 
and off he fell, head first onto the stone 
base of the statue. 

As he lay motionless, the riot police 
moved in. They actually went to help the 
fallen man but for the English the sight of 
police was a provocation, as was the 
arrival of an ambulance, again there to 
help. Dozens of bottles were thrown 
by English fans and 16 police officers 
were injured. The police came in hard 
wielding batons and spraying CS gas 











indiscriminately but the fact remains that 
the English initiated the trouble. 

The following evening, the day of the 
England game, there was further trouble 
as 300 German hooligans had slipped 
quietly into the city centre during the 
game. Several hundred rival fans again 
clashed briefly before the police 
intervened. Small but nasty skirmishes 
broke out in the side streets. 

Few of these incidents made the press. 
There was more actual fighting among 
rival fans than at Euro 2000 but the 
media and the police decided 
hooliganism was not the issue of the 
World Cup. The German authorities 
wanted a"good news’World Cup and the 
English media appeared happy to 
overlook some of the less savoury aspects 
of our culture by continually referring to 
English fans as “the best in the world”. 

Someone obviously forgot to tell 
the authorities in Stuttgart and over the 
course of the weekend the police there 
arrested 500 English fans — much to the 
fury of the German Interior Minister. 

Many England fans were to complain 
about these “preventative arrests” and 
heavy-handed police tactics, but as the 
city’s Mayor made abundantly clear, he 
found the English drunkenness and 
nationalist singing offensive. 

And can he really be condemned? 
Can you imagine the British press if 
thousands of German supporters took 
over Trafalgar Square, got stupidly drunk, 
and burnt the Union Jack and attacked 
and molested English people? 





The spark for the first wave of arrests 
was an attack on two Turkish men whose 
crime had been to walk through the 
square where the English had gathered. 
Beer was thrown over them, then chairs 
hurled and finally punches thrown. 
The police moved in and gave the 
English crowd two verbal warnings over 
a loudhailer. 

“We shall not be moved)’ sang the 
English fans in defiance. 

As the police circle tightened, bottles 
began to be thrown. One went over the 
police lines and struck a young woman 
on the head. She went down in agony 
and the police moved in. 

There were 378 arrests the following 
night. Over a thousand England fans 
had gathered on some steps overlooking 
the main square from where they jeered 
and abused locals. There were several 
violent clashes between English and 
German fans following Germany's victory 
over Sweden. Yes, the police were 
indiscriminate but once again there had 
been plenty of provocation and several 
opportunities for people to leave the 
group before the police finally moved in. 

England went out to Portugal in a 
match played in the mining town 
of Gelsenkirchen. There were hundreds of 
English hooligans there but when it came 
to it few really wanted a fight. It was the 
clearest indication that hooliganism, 
which has blighted the game for so long, 
was on the wane. 

Back home, 


however, violence 


followed the English team throughout 
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the tournament. While hundreds of 
thousands of Germans followed the 
World Cup via the big screens erected in 
every town and city in the country, 
in England screens had to be taken down 
after the first game when violence 
erupted in London and Liverpool. 

When England was knocked out trouble 
flared up across the country. In Bolton, 
500 youths battled with police for several 
hours, while in Jersey local people 
attacked Portuguese seasonal workers. 

Arriving in Germany at the beginning 
of the tournament it was striking how 
few flags and displays of nationalism 
there were, certainly compared to the sea 
of St George's flags that fluttered across 
England. As the competition wore on and 
Germany progressed further than 
expected, the nationalist feeling grew but 
it appeared to be a more gentle 
nationalism. 

The image of England fans has 
certainly improved over recent 
tournaments and for most Germans the 
experience of the English was positive. 
But there is still something unpleasant 
and aggressive about our society which is 
not repeated on the continent. The police 
are winning the war against hooliganism 
in England but there is still a cultural 
battle waiting to be won. 

Mark Perryman is right when he 
recounts the changing nature of 
England fans abroad. But, the truth is 
that while football, and supporting 
England in particular, has become 
fashionable there are still great swathes 
of our society for whom following our 
national team is an opportunity to 
combine the worst aspects of a drink- 
fight culture with a nationalistic 
xenophobia that is deeply repellent. 

"Why?" screamed a German who had 
just been coated in beer in Stuttgart. 
“What is wrong with you English? Why 
can't you just enjoy the football?” 

It was 3am on a Monday morning, the 
day before England's game in Cologne. 
Hundreds of England fans had decided to 
spend some time in Amsterdam 
between matches. A group of Mexican 
fans, men and women, had gathered 
on a bridge in the red-light district. 
Their songs and scarves attracted some 
England fans. The Mexicans were happy 
to party, but for the English it became a 
competition. 

“Take the bridge, take the bridge, take 
the bridge” sang the English. This chant 
was soon followed, as they literally barged 
their way into the Mexicans by, “foreign 
cunts, foreign cunts, foreign cunts’: 

England, my England. The truth is there 
is more than one England, and not all of 
them are pretty. ~< 
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Redwatch Action at last? 


By Nick Lowles 


AFTER ALMOST THREE years of 
campaigning by Searchlight and others it 
appears that the government is finally 
beginning to address the matter of the 
Redwatch website. A Home Office 
minister has been tasked to look at the 
possibility of taking action against those 
behind the site and even closing it down, 
despite the fact that it is hosted in the 
United States. 

The decision comes at the same time 
as arrests of people connected with the 
Polish version of Redwatch. 

It was in autumn 2003 that Searchlight 
identified the people behind the 
Redwatch site. We reproduced emails 
that circulated among the organisers in 
which they gathered intelligence on their 
opponents, planned attacks and even 
passed on bomb manuals. 

The emails revealed that the purpose 
of the Redwatch site was to intimidate 
and harass opponents of the extreme 
right with the aim of silencing them. 

The government's belated interest in 
Redwatch comes after Alec McFadden, 
president of Merseyside Trades Council, 
was almost blinded after being attacked 
on his doorstep in May. If he had not 
had been able to close the door so 
quickly after being slashed across the 
face with a knife, his injuries could have 
been fatal. 

Mr McFadden'’s home address had 
been posted on Redwatch. 

His case was taken up by his local MP 
Angela Eagle. A debate on an Early Day 
Motion in the House of Commons was 
followed by lobbying of the Home Office. 

“I'm confident that we are going to see 
movement over Redwatch,’ Ms Eagle 
told Searchlight. 

“We must take these websites down. 
They are a way of spreading intimidation 
through political violence. It is classic 
fascist tactics dressed up in a new way: 

Ms Eagle is pushing for a more robust 
Home Office line on Redwatch and other 
hate sites. She believes that the police 
need to take the general issue more 
seriously and be prepared to take more 
preventative action. 

"These sites should be treated in the 








same way as paedophile sites, she argues. 

The publicity surrounding the attack 
on Mr McFadden, who has been at the 
forefront of fighting the British National 
Party for several years and more recently 
has been involved in the campaign 
following the racist murder of Anthony 
Walker, appears to have galvanised 
those behind Redwatch. The site was 
updated in June for the first time in 
several months. 

Interestingly enough, some of the 
newer information posted on the site was 
about other people in Merseyside. One of 
the targets was Robbie Quinn, a Liberal 
Democrat councillor, who began 
receiving threatening phone calls shortly 
after his details appeared on the site. 

"The call came at about 7am,’ he told 
the Liverpool Daily Post. “If someone 
phones you at that time in the morning, 
you think that something is wrong with 
your family. 

“| answered it and a man’s voice 
began speaking. He made a number of 
offensive, racist comments before 
telling me that he knew where | lived 
and that he would come and shoot me 
and my family.’ 

His details appeared on Redwatch after 
he was filmed delivering anti-BNP leaflets. 

Alun Perry, the Merseyside singer, 
became another new target of 
Redwatch after he performed at 
a refugee benefit concert. “| am just a 
singer, | am not a political activist in any 
way, he told the press. 

“At first | was terrified and wanted to 
hide away. But then | thought the only 
way to handle this is to stand up and be 
counted. There are more good people 
out there than bad people’ 

Ms Eagle's details have also now been 
posted on the site. She is undeterred and 
is leading a delegation, which will include 
the TUC, to talk with Vernon Coker, 
the minister responsible for tackling 
internet crime. Also backing the 
campaign is Cllr Warren Bradley, leader of 
Liverpool Council. 

In a separate move, Searchlight has 
provided the authorities with a detailed 
dossier on the people behind Redwatch. 


Polish arrests 

The British authorities would do well 
to look at developments in Poland 
where three people have been arrested 
for their involvement in the Polish 
Redwatch site after a number of people 
whose details appeared on the site were 
violently attacked. 

One victim was a leftwing activist who 
was tear-gassed and then stabbed in the 
back. A 37-year-old man was arrested and 
charged with inciting racial hatred, 
violating laws for the protection of 
personal data and involvement in an 
organised criminal group. Police allege 
that he updated the Redwatch site. 

A second man was arrested a few days 
later and an inspection of his computer 
confirmed that he maintained the 
Redwatch site. The police action followed 
a campaign by the  anti-fascist 
organisation Never Again. 

The Polish authorities then contacted 
the FBI and requested assistance in 
closing down the Redwatch site. Like its 
British counterpart, the Polish Redwatch 
site is hosted in the US where the 
organisers believe they have protection 
under the freedom of speech laws. 

The Redwatch site was shut down but 
has since been restored, this time from 
Dallas, Texas. 

The Polish arrests show what is possible 
when the authorities are moved to act. 
In Britain they have failed to do so for 
several years and, shamefully, it took 
someone almost to be killed for action to 
be considered. 

Experience has shown that pressure 
will need to be maintained. Tightening 
internet regulation is one thing but 
taking action against those behind 
Redwatch is what is needed, as well as 
demands for the US authorities to shut 
down the Redwatch sites. ~q 


Join Searchlight’s campaign to 
have Redwatch shut down and for 
those responsible to be 


prosecuted, by signing our online 
letter to the Home Secretary at 
www-.stopthebnp.org.uk 





Leader's visit gives 


BNP jailbird a headache 


By Sam King 


MORE THAN most organisations, the BNP 
knows a fair bit about the inside of prisons. 

This is of course not the reason it gave in its 
application to make a submission to the 
Mubarek Inquiry. The BNP did that solely on 
the basis of its long history of racism and 
discrimination. 

Perhaps therefore one of the large number of 
rank and file criminals in the BNP should have 
explained to Kevin Hughes, currently 
incarcerated at Featherstone prison near 
Wolverhampton, exactly what standard prison 
etiquette requires. 

Hughes was given a two-and-a-half-year 
sentence for a racially aggravated assault on an 
asylum seeker in June and promptly became the 
BNP’s very own Rudolph Hess, a supposed 
peaceful and intelligent man wrongly locked up 
for political reasons. Hughes is according to the 
BNP a “political prisoner”. This says a lot about 
BNP politics. 

Hughes had apparently been swaggering 
around the prison like the hero the BNP had 
told him he was, receiving large amounts of 
mail from as far away as New Zealand and 
Australia, and boasting he had friends who 
were “politicians” (BNP speak for other 
convicted criminals). 

No sooner had Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, 
decided to visit Hughes, his cards were 
apparently marked. 

Following an attempt by other inmates to 
harm Hughes in July, Hughes has been moved 
to the prison’s vulnerable prisoners’ unit, 
predominantly the safe haven for sex offenders. 
The BNP was outraged, describing the 
prisoners who attempted to attack Hughes as 
“deracinated white scum” among other things. 

Perhaps Hughes should have listened to his 
former chums on the Stormfront website who, 
less than impressed by his move to protective 
custody, described him as a “Dead Man 
Walking”, a fool and several other things that 
are unprintable here. 
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Paul Winstone 


30 November 1951 — 18 July 2006 


PAUL WINSTONE, who has died at the age of 54, played a 
pivotal role in the development of Leicester as a national 
and international beacon of community cohesion. 

A staunch anti-fascist, he played a leading part fighting 
the National Front in Leicester during the 1970s. A gifted 
speaker and organiser, he was also fully committed to street 
action where his notable physical presence was a 
considerable asset. 

His political background was in the International Socialists 
and International Marxist Group, but he went on to play an 
active role in the Leicester trade union movement. A pillar 
of the city’s anti-apartheid movement, more recently he 
was instrumental in developing Holocaust Memorial Day 
in Leicester. 

As a Policy Officer at Leicester City Council, for whom he 
had worked for the past 20 years, he was at the heart of 
initiatives to celebrate the city’s diversity and improve 
community relations. He played a key role in the 
development of the Leicester Council of Faiths and since his 
death leading figures from all parts of the city have paid 
generous tributes to his unparalleled knowledge of the local 
faith communities. 

He had a richly deserved national and international 
reputation for his work on equality and diversity. A regular 
conference speaker, he was contacted for guidance and 
advice from cities and organisations the world over. 

Throughout his life he was.a true and trusted friend of 
Searchlight and a source of inspiration to anti-fascists and 
anti-fascists everywhere. 

Paul's early years were spent in the East End of London. 
This had a formative effect on him, reflected in his deep personal 
concern for others from every race and faith, his strong political 
convictions and, in recent years, his Christian faith. 

In Leicester, Paul had the trust of community leaders, 
politicians, the media and the police alike. This ability to 
build strong personal relationships with people from hugely 
disparate backgrounds, coupled with a breadth of vision and 
depth of understanding, made him a unique resource. As one 
leading interfaith activist has said, “every town needs a Paul”. 

His wife Siobhan, with whom he found great happiness, 
survives him. 


Paul Winstone (left) takes part in a Holocaust Memorial Day event in Leicester 








Investigation 





Ex-Provo gives new life to Irish clerical fascism 


By Scott Millar 


former senior Provisional 
IRA member, who until 2003 
sat on Sinn Fein’s national 
executive, is reorganising the 
extreme nationalist right in Ireland 
by attempting a takeover of the 
Ancient Order of Hibernians (AOH), 
the largely moribund marching 
organisation seen as the Catholic 
equivalent of the Orange Order. 

Gerry McGeough, 47, from Tyrone, 
now living in Dublin, has been 
described by the FBI as a “dedicated 
terrorist” and “senior commander” in 
the IRA. He makes no secret of his 
Provisional IRA past and his extreme 
anti-gay and pro-traditional Catholic 
views. McGeough is believed to have 
served on the PIRA’s “headquarters 
staff” and overseen its international 
arms buying and military operations 
during the early 1980s. He has served 
eight years in total in American and 
German prisons, awaiting trial for an 
IRA attack on a British barracks in 
Germany in 1988 and attempts to 
purchase surface-to-air missiles in the 
US. Until recently he was the editor of 
the large circulation Irish Catholic 
newspaper the Irish Family. 

Now he has turned his attentions to 
saving Ireland from “sodomy” and 
immigration and returning it to 
“Catholic Faith and Gaelic Heritage“. 
In May McGeough, as editor, and 
Charles Byrne, a 28-year-old from 
Drogheda, launched a monthly 
magazine called The Hibernian, 
dedicated to “Faith, Family and 
Country”. Seemingly well funded and 
run from premises in the border town 
of Drogheda, the magazine acts as a 
publicity vehicle for McGeough and 
the extreme right in Ireland. Some of its 
contributors are associated with Youth 
Defence, an extreme anti-abortion 
group, and the Society of Pope Pius X, 
others are those attempting to infiltrate 
and take over the AOH. 

In recent months local newspapers in 
rural southern Ireland and the border 
area have carried advertisements for 
those interested in joining a revitalised 
AOH which is to focus on the 
promotion of so-called “Hibernian” 
values. McGeough says that a 


number of persons 


significant 





associated with his brand of 
homophobia and extreme Catholicism 
have now been recruited into existing 
AOH “divisions”, the term for local 
units of the organisation, and have 
formed new “divisions” in Dublin and 
other areas of Ireland. 

The AOH in Ireland, and Scotland, 
is controlled by the AOH “Board of 
Erin’. It has a largely middle-aged 
membership and confines itself to small 
parades and charity work. Unlike its 
sister organisation in America, which 
runs the New York St Patrick's parade 
and controversially refuses to allow 
Irish-American gay groups to take part 
in the event, the Board of Erin has 
largely stayed out of Irish politics since 
the 1940s. Before this the “Hibs” were 
strongly associated with conservative 
parties and its members were often 
involved in physical fights with 
IRA supporters. 

The first outing of McGeough’s new 
look AOH was a televised speech on 
26 May by Michael McDowell, the Irish 
Minister for Justice, on civil 
partnerships for same-sex couples. 
The speech was interrupted when a jug 
of water, a number of cups and copies of 
the Irish constitution were thrown at the 
minister by eight men in the audience 
who accused him of seeking to pervert 
Irish children. The men, who were 
eventually escorted from the building, 
identified themselves to the media as 
members of the AOH. On the same day 
the website of The Hibernian carried a 
press release stating: “We, the General 
Tom Barry Division No. 1975 AOH, 
Cork and the Naomh Lore O”Tuathail 
Division No. 31 AOH, Dublin, wish to 
state that we carried out today’s protest 
at the launch of a conference on 
homosexual ‘marriage’... 

We contend that the farce in regard 
to so-called civil unions for 
homosexuals is merely a prelude to the 
introduction of adoption ‘rights’ for 
practicing sodomites. As we made clear 
at today’s protest, Irish children must be 
protected from the attention of such 
perverts and for the State to even 
contemplate enshrining laws to allow 
them direct ‘guardianship’ access to 
helpless Irish children makes a mockery 
of our Constitution ...” 


However not all in the AOH were 
supportive of the actions of some of 
their new members. A week later Tony 
Carroll, the AOH public relations 
officer, said: “We saw the pictures on 
TV and everybody was amazed at what 
went on’. He pledged further to 
investigate the disruption and take 
“appropriate action”. However 
McGeough believes the days of mere 
charity work by the AOH are 
numbered. He said, in a taped interview 
forwarded to Searchlight: “I am part of 
a new group of people in the 
organisation who want to take a more 
pro-active stance on Catholic issues. 
If the leadership have a problem 
with Catholic teachings, then they 
should take it up with the Pope. 
The organisation which was moribund 
for years under that leadership is now 
attracting huge numbers of new people. 
We only have a convention every three 
years. but I believe we will see a radical 
shake-up at the next election.” 

The former terrorist first emerged as 
a figure on the Irish extreme right when 
he accompanied Justin Barrett on a 
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Gerry McGeough and Justin Barrett, leader of the extreme anti-abortion group Youth Defence (right), take part in a campaign against the EU 





lecture tour of Irish towns in March 
2004 in support of Barrett’s bid for 
election to the European Parliament. 
Barrett was a founding member of 
Youth Defence and former leader of the 
“No to Nice” campaign which opposed 
Irish ratification of the EU’s Nice 
Treaty. In an initial referendum held 
in June 2001 the Irish public voted 
against ratification. 

Support fell away from Barrett 
following the exposure of his and his 
supporters’ links to European neo- 
fascist groups connected to Roberto 
Fiore’s International Third Position by 
Searchlight and the Sunday Mirror in 
September 2002 during the second 
Nice referendum campaign. At this vote 
the Irish people voted in favour of the 
treaty. Barrett and another Youth 
Defence founder, Niamh Nic 
Mhathuna, had attended conferences of 
Fiore’s neo-fascist Forza Nuova in Italy. 

Barrett had also attended the 
German NDP’s “National Day of 
Resistance” rally in Passau in May 2000 
at which former members of the Third 
Reich spoke along with international 


neo-fascist figures such as Udo Voigt, 
leader of the NDP. Youth Defence had 
also written a letter to Candour, an 
independent British far-right and 
antisemitic magazine, requesting 
funding at the time of its foundation in 
1992. When confronted by video film 
of brown-shirted skinheads marching 
with neo-nazi flags through the 
conference on national television, days 
before the second Nice referendum, 
Barrett’s defence that he was unaware 
of the nature of the meetings became a 
national joke. 

It was during this period that 
McGeough, then acting as organiser of 
the Sinn Fein anti-Nice campaign, 
became involved with Barrett and his 
cohorts. The two are still in close 
political contact although McGeough 
says he does not agree with Barrett’s 
vocal opposition to immigration. In his 
book The National Way Forward Barrett 
stated he believed immigration to 
Ireland was a “genetic” problem. 

McGeough is seeking to attract 
support from republican activists 
disillusioned by the political direction 


of his former party. With the Provos 
focusing now on mainstream politics, 
fringe republican groups have increased 
their political activity. 

Because of his IRA activities 
McGeough had a strong following 
among some Provo supporters. He was 
elected to the Sinn Fein national 
executive in 1999 while studying 
history in Trinity College. He became 
the party’s national campaigns 
organiser in 2001 and remained on the 
executive until 2003. During that time 
he, along with Gerry Adams and 
Martin McGuiness, led Sinn Fein 
election campaigns and toured the 
country addressing republicans on 
behalf of the party. 

The former terrorist is scathing of his 
former comrades in the leadership of 
Sinn Fein. In the Searchlight interview 
McGeough said: “Sinn Fein has been 
heavily infiltrated by homosexual 
activists and British double agents in 
recent years. A lot of republicans can't 
fathom the liberal values of the 
leadership. They do not understand why 


they are pursuing a liberal British D> 











JAMES DOWSON, a_ long-time 
loyalist with a firearms conviction, 
was going to feature prominently in 
a BBC investigation into the militant 
anti-abortion movement. But Five 
Live Report cut all references to him 
after he pulled out at the last 
moment. The lily-livered 
programme-makers claimed it was 
unfair for the hour-long programme, 
broadcast on 25 June, to attack him 
if he was not there to reply. 

From a penniless existence on 
the edge of the anti-abortion 
movement Dowson has moved in 
just a few years to head the UK 
branch of Precious Life. Searchlight 
first exposed Dowson in June 2001 
when he was linked to far-right 
Catholics in Ireland, including 
Justin Barrett, despite being a 
Protestant loyalist. These links in 
turn led to the Italian far-right 
terrorist Roberto Fiore and the 
British Nationalist Party. Barrett 
had given £50,000 to Dowson’s 
outfit to produce anti-abortion 
hate CDs and videos to distribute 
in schools and churches in 
Scotland and Northern Ireland. 

Since that time several MPs, 
doctors, nurses and others who 
support a woman's right to choose 
have been harassed by phone 





agenda. Immigration is a massive 
concern and there are a lot of people 
who are not happy with the level of 
immigration.” 

However McGeough stresses that he 
is not a “racist”, stating that he has a 
Spanish wife and his children have 
black Nigerian friends. In an earlier 
interview he said: “I welcome new 
blood into the country but there’s a 
difference between that and being 
deluged by scam-mongers”. 

The reality of McGeough’s and his 
cohorts’ ideas are more clearly expressed 
in The Hibernian. The professionally 
produced magazine has carried articles 
outlining the threat to Ireland from 
“multiculturalism”, as well as prayers, 
pictures of the Virgin Mary and long 
pieces in each edition promoting the 
infamous Father Fahey. Fahey, a 1930s 
Irish priest, called for the destruction of 
the “worldwide Jewish, communist and 
Freemason conspiracy”, however he did 
not support the Nazis, suspecting they 
were also part of the Jewish conspiracy. 

The magazine has also featured 
articles promoting the Society of Pope 
Pius X, the extreme Catholic sect 
whose members include Fiore, Barrett 


BBC gives way to extremist 































calls, letters and emails from the 
growing number of extremists and 
cranks who support groups such 
as Precious Life. 

Dowson’s followers _—ihave 
appeared alongside the BNP on 
demonstrations against Jerry 
Springer the Opera and against 
abortion clinics with the fake vicar 
Robert West, who runs the BNP 
front group the Christian Council 
of Britain. 

Dowson said he had withdrawn 
from the BBC radio programme 
because he did not want to be set 
up by the BBC. But why did the 
programme-makers then chicken 
out from using the extensive 
material they had on his past and 
present activities? They had 
offered him the right to reply. 
It was his choice not to take it. 
Since when has the target's lack of 
cooperation with a justifiable 
exposé been a reason not to 
publish or broadcast? 

There is an imminent danger 
that that militant anti-abortionists 
in the UK will follow the same 
pattern as their counterparts in the 
USA who have murdered doctors 
and other medical staff. The BBC 
should take people such as 
Dowson more seriously. ~= 


and Derek Holland, formally of the 
British National Front and now 
believed to be in Ireland. It was in one 
of the sect’s churches that James 
Charles Kopp, the US abortion doctor 
murder suspect, worked while on the 
run in Ireland in 2000. 

The only two websites that have links 
to The Hibernian are “Irish nationalism’, 
an openly racist site, and the “Irish 
Bulletin”. The second site, which has a 
banner proclaiming “Dispatches from 
the battle to defend Irish unity, culture, 
tradition and orthodoxy”, is the only 
outlet that initially promoted The 
Hibernian. It also carries “news” reports 
similar in content and style to those on 
The Hibernian’s website. Under the 
heading “European Nationalist 
Movements and Philosophies” the Irish 
Bulletin has links to the websites of Forza 
Nuovo, the International Third Position 
publication Final Conflict and the neo- 
nazi National Democratic Party of 
Germany among other extremist groups. 

Interviews by McGeough were also 
approvingly reproduced in June 2004 in 
the magazine of National Vanguard, the 
extreme racist and  neo-nazi 
organisation in the USA. According to 


Republicans McGeough had contact 
with nazi gangs while imprisoned in 
Louisiana until his release in 1996. 

The links that Barrett and Youth 
Defence have with McGeough 
maintain a tradition of involvement 
with former terrorists. Fiore, who has 
a terrorism conviction, was wanted 
in Italy for questioning over 
his knowledge of links between 
members of his terrorist group the 
Armed Revolutionary Nuclei (NAR) 
and renegade Italian secret service 
officers who were later convicted. 
NAR members were implicated in the 
bombing of Bologna railway station in 
1980, which killed 85 people. 

Youth Defence also helped establish 
another former Ulster paramilitary, 
James Dowson. In the late 1990s 
Youth Defence supplied money to 
Dowson, who has convictions for 
firearms offences and UDA tattoos, to 
set up his extreme anti-abortion group 
Precious Life. Dowson is now a self 
proclaimed Protestant pastor and 
attends British National Party rallies 
and International Third Position 
education conferences in London. 
Youth Defence and Precious Life 
maintain “sisterly” relations. 

Mags Glennon, a researcher who writes 
for the Republican Socialist magazine 
Fourthwrite, said: “Irish Republicanism 
has traditionally been secular and open to 
all religions. McGeough’s magazine 
speaks of a ‘crusade’ and ignores any 
historical figures not white, straight and 
Catholic. It also has extremist anti- 
contraception and anti-women articles. 
The Catholic right constituency it is 
aiming for is rapidly diminishing in 
Ireland, but he is attempting to marry 
strict Catholicism with nationalism and 
anti-immigration views.” 

Although the comical Barrett might 
now have retired from the media 
frontline following deeply embarrassing 
election and referendum campaigns, the 
Irish extreme right may have another 
liability in McGeough. He managed to 
single-handedly destroy the Provos’ 
arms network in the US when he 
attempted to buy missiles to take down 
“warships in the sky” (his name for 
helicopters) from undercover FBI 
agents in 1982. A former student who 
knew McGeough during his years at 
Trinity also has a tale of duplicity: 
“Gerry was friendly with a lot of people 
around college political circles. He was 
always very much a Catholic and his 
traditionalist views did not always go 
down well with some in Sinn Fein. He 
could be a bit of a rogue though and 
used to wear a pioneer pin [a symbol 
that the wearer has taken a Catholic 
pledge of abstention from alcohol] but 
was always fond of the odd pint.” —~ 





A solicitor whom David Irving 
condemned as “bumbling” and 
“useless” represented Sharon Ebanks 
in the High Court where she is 
fighting to remain the BNP’s only 
Birmingham councillor. 

Ebanks was declared the winner of 
the poll in Kingstanding ward on 4 
May but the council said immediately 
afterwards that many votes had been 
double counted and Labour's Cath 
Grundy should have been elected. 

A recount was held at the High 
Court on 3 July and the results 
announced in court on 18 July. Ebanks 
had indeed only come third with 1,329 
votes, which means that she will lose 
her seat, though not until a hearing on 
26 July in the Divisional Court which 
has power to re-declare the result. 

Nigel Adams, representing Ebanks, 
failed to persuade Mr Justice Cooke to 
delay the re-declaration until the police 
had finished investigating complaints 
by Ebanks of electoral fraud. 

Adams, who acted for Ebanks pro 
bono, is an interesting choice of 
representative. In 2001 he acted for 
Irving, the Holocaust revisionist 
writer, in his appeal against the High 
Court’s verdict in his libel case against 
Penguin Books and Deborah 
Lipstadt. Irving was a dissatisfied 
client, writing later: “As the weeks 
passed, you will find that my letters to 
and about this clod-hopping, 
bumbling, verbose, and useless lawyer 
grew more and more caustic ... and 
meanwhile his billing became more 
and more inflated; he put in a demand 
for eighty thousand pounds at one 
stage just to keep marking time. 

“I fired the solicitor a few days 
before the date set down for the 
Court to hear the appeal”. 





BNP man takes on Prison Service 


A BNP member is trying to challenge the ban 
on members of racist organisations working 


for the Prison Service. 


Clive Potter (pictured) appeared at the 
Leicester employment tribunal on 27 June 
seeking to have his case of indirect racial 
discrimination heard before a_ full 
tribunal. The BNP argues that the ban, 
which was introduced as part of a series of 
measures to eradicate a serious racism 
Service, is 
discriminatory because it applies only to 
“whites who are members of white 


problem in the Prison 


organisations”. 


Dumped Irving lawyer acts for BNP councillor 

















Simon Darby: still 
supports Ebanks 








Ebanks was ordered to pay Ms 
Grundy’s costs of £5,000 in respect of 
the attempt to delay the re- 
declaration. Ebanks’s plea that she 
was a single mother with no income 
fell on deaf ears. Whether the BNP 
will help her is uncertain as the latest 
BNP audited accounts, for the year 
ended 31 December 2005, record that 
the party made a loss of nearly 
£95,000 and is insolvent. 

The BNP is still fully behind 
Ebanks despite revelations in June 
that she had a black father and had 
claimed he was only her step father in 
order to qualify for party 
membership. Simon Darby, the 
BNP’s West Midlands regional 
organiser, is doing his utmost to find 
voters who claim to have voted BNP 
but are officially recorded as not 
having voted at all, in the party's 
attempt to prove electoral fraud. 

Meanwhile another High Court 
hearing on 30 July is expected to 
resolve the situation in Barking and 
Dagenham, where a “clerical error” in 
the results of the elections on 4 May 
deprived the BNP candidate Jeffrey 
Steed of a seat in Eastbury ward. His 
election would bring the number of 
BNP councillors in the East London 
borough to 12. 
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Trial date set for BNP leader 


NICK GRIFFIN, the BNP leader, and 
Mark Collett will face a full retrial on 
race hate charges starting on 30 
October, Leeds Crown Court decided 
on 30 June. Reporting restrictions are 
in place. 

Meanwhile Richard Mulhall, one of 
the BNP’s two remaining councillors in 
Halifax, is due to appear at Teesside 
Crown Court on 22 August accused of 
falsely claiming housing benefit, 
jobseekers’ allowance and council tax 
benefit. His trial was moved to Teesside 
after he claimed he would not get a fair 
trial in West Yorkshire. 

Police, after consulting the CPS, 
decided not to charge Mulhall’s former 
BNP council colleague Adrian 
Marsden in relation to the theft of 
Searchlight newspapers during this 
year’s council election campaign. 
Marsden did not stand again, though it 
is not known whether the prospect of a 
theft charge contributed to his 
decision. The BNP lost the seat. 

Two BNP members who chose a 
local a police station to kick off a 
racial incident in Wakefield were 
due to appear at Wakefield 


Magistrates’ Court on 15 August. N 











BNP leader Nick Griffin and Mark Collett 
(left) at an earlier court hearing 




























Not unexpectedly the BNP has launched 
an appeal for donations to support Potter. 
The party has also appealed for white racist 

former prison officers and prisoners to 

give evidence to the tribunal of racism 
they suffered. 

Potter is unlikely to succeed. In May 
Arthur Redfearn, a former BNP councillor, 
lost his racial discrimination claim against 
the transport company Serco when the Court 
of Appeal ruled that his dismissal on the 
grounds of his BNP membership was not 


racial discrimination. The case set an 
important legal precedent. 
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No justice in Mubarek case 


By Matthew Collins 


“catastrophic” range of failures 
led to the death of Zahid 
Mubarek at the hands of his 
ellow prisoner Robert Stewart, 
according to Mr Justice Keith, who led 
the investigation into the murder at the 
Feltham Young Offenders’ Institution. 
The inquiry also concluded that 
vulnerable prisoners were being put at 
risk due to prison overcrowding and 
what it described as the “under 
funding” of the Prison Service. 

The Mubarek case highlights the 
very real dangers of not only not 
handling racist and psychotic prisoners 
correctly, but .also the negligent 
attitudes of some officers in the Prison 
Service towards BME prisoners. 
There existed a very real culture of 
violence at Feltham in which minority 
and ethnic prisoners were specifically 
targeted when most vulnerable. 

Mubarek was bludgeoned to death by 
Stewart in March 2000 just hours 
before he was due to be released after 
completing a sentence for theft. 
The report found there had been no 
fewer than 186 separate opportunities 
to separate Mubarek and Stewart, all 
either “missed” or conveniently ignored, 
even though Mubarek himself had 
asked to be moved. 

The report took the rare step of 
naming 19 key figures involved with 
the institution, ranging from serving 
prison officers to former prison 
governors, whom the report said had 
under achieved and contributed to low 
staff morale. 

In the lead-up to the murder, the cell 
that Mubarek was forced to share with 
Stewart was not sufficiently checked for 
weapons, although Stewart was an 
identified “racist and psychopath” who 
had talked openly of killing a cell mate. 

According to the report there was an 
ongoing culture of racist behaviour in 
the institution not only by inmates but 
also by some members of staff who were 
not suitably tackled. Mr Justice Keith 
described the shortcomings among staff 
at Feltham as a “bewildering catalogue 
... both individual and systematic”. 

Recognition of these failings does not 
hide the fact that it was incongruous for 
Stewart to be on the prison wing in the 





Robert Stewart (above) murdered his cell mate Zahid Mubarek (below) 





first place. Young offenders are the most 
vulnerable of all prisoners. They are 
incarcerated at the most difficult time 
in their lives and as a result some suffer 
very real feelings of displacement and 
loneliness and are vulnerable to bullying 
and abuse. 

Psychiatrists had already identified 
the fact that Stewart, regularly 
institutionalised, had had a total 
disregard for his and others’ safety since 
the age of eight. A self-harmer with a 
history of arson and violence against 
women, Stewart had been in care since 
he was 14 and was described by the 
media as a notorious “Paki basher” in 
and around Hyde in Manchester. 
He had the letters “R.I-P.” drunkenly 
tattooed on his forehead after being 
released from one institution on 
New Year’s Eve, apparently in honour of 
his mother who had the same tattoo on 
her arm. 

In 1998, institutionalised again, 
Stewart spoke openly about killing cell 
mates and making Ku Klux Klan 
outfits. One prison officer, disturbed by 
Stewart’s behaviour, wrote on his file 
that he was a “disaster waiting to 
happen” while a mental health nurse 
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noted he had a “personality disorder” 
but recommended that no further 
action be taken. 

The catalogue of racism and racist 
incidents within prisons is already well 
documented. Justice Keith alluded 
to the fact that prisons have tended to 
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avoid the microscope because the 
treatment of prisoners and their rights 
and needs do not “win votes”. 

According to Prison Service staff, 
Feltham officers who suffered low 
morale went about their business with a 
sense of dissatisfaction that was 
transferred to the inmates. Prison 
officers have been accused of staging 
“gladiator”-style fights, by deliberately 
pairing prisoners in cells knowing they 
would “kick off”. These were alleged to 
be part of a game some officers had 
devised known as “Coliseum”. 

Although the report said these 
allegations could not be substantiated, 
neither could they be excluded. One 
officer was accused of “embellishing” 
the story to give either himself or the 
allegations credence. 

According to The Guardian Niall 
Clifford, who was the governor at 
Feltham in March 2000 and criticised 
by the report, has retired early with a 
payment of £175,000. 

The Prison Service has confirmed 
that it will not take disciplinary action 
against any of the staff criticised in 
the report. This was one of the 
undertakings given to ensure 
information was “honestly given” to the 
inquiry by people within the service. 

While the inquiry team was being 
put together, the fascist British 
National Party applied to the inquiry 
panel for the right to make submissions 
to the inquiry as an interested party, 
most notably “in the Identification/ 
Risk Assessment of Ethnic minority 
groups that are threats to White 
prisoners in prisons” — seemingly the 
antithesis of Operation Wedge’s work 
in the Prison Service. 

Operation Wedge has contributed to 
work in the Prison Service to identify 
racist and potentially dangerous 
prisoners through a series of workshops 
and training seminars organised 
through the services Race and 
Equalities Action Group, which is 
charged with providing and 
implementing good practice based 
on race and the service’s duty of care 
to all inmates. 

One of the key issues facing staff is 
how they can successfully identify 
prisoners who openly exhibit key racist 
signs. The presence of tattoos or 
particular items of clothing may be a 
good pointer to potentially difficult 
situations where prisoners have to share 
cells. These things should be spotted 
and noted on the arrival of prisoners 
to the reception area and the correct 
action taken. 

Further checks centre on incoming 


and outgoing mail which may include 
content likely to encourage violence 
against other inmates. 

Since the privatisation of some 
functions within the Prison Service, 
most notably transport between court 
and prison, some officers complain that 
as well as private security firms 
occasionally losing prisoners, prisoners 
regularly arrive late in the evening past 
designated times, as the companies 
maximise use of their vehicles in 
priority to the need of prisons to have 
time to identify potentially problematic 
and also vulnerable inmates before 
housing them. 

Sometimes new inmates are simply 
asked whether they object to sharing a 
cell with an inmate of another race. 
This in itself is problematic. It is too 
easy for prisoners to “act up” in the hope 
of being housed in a single cell and so 
does not ensure adequate compliance 
with the duty of care. 

One needs to only look at the Stewart 
case to see that even in the most 
obvious of circumstances, threats either 
are ignored or are simply too difficult 
for some officers to comprehend. 
A violent, racist prisoner already 
implicated in murder at another prison 
was seemingly given carte blanche to 
carry on in a racist and volatile manner. 

Stewart’s personal mail was not 
subjected to the “dip test” in which a 
percentage of incoming and outgoing 
mail is read. When Stewart’s mail was 
read after the murder, it was found to be 
littered with excessive hate language 
directed at both black and Asian 
people. The report also flagged up that 
racist language within the institution 
went unpunished at the time of 
Mubarek’s murder. 

The Prison Service is currently half 
way through a five-year plan based on 
critical recommendations from the 
Commission for Racial Equality. 
All alleged racist incidents, including 
the use of racist language by inmates or 
officers, must be logged. Inmates are 
encouraged to report all incidents for 
further investigation by either the 
designated race relations officer or 
the prison governor. 

Any organisation working within or 
with the Prison Service, or indeed any 
public service, must demonstrate that it 
abides by the Race Relations 
(Amendment) Act 2000. As the Home 
Office looks to put more prisons into 
the hands of the private sector, it is 
extremely worrying that some security 
firms are considering challenging the 
RRAA provisions, based on their 
private status. ~= 





FACT FILE 


LAUNCHED IN LATE 2003, 
Operation Wedge is a 
Searchlight initiative funded by 
the Association of London 
Government to work with other 
voluntary and statutory bodies, 
in particular those involved in 
the criminal justice system. 
Wedge's principal aim is to 
provide the necessary tools and 
understanding to tackle race- 
based hate crime and advise on 
initiatives to prevent hate crime. 

The handbook Signs of Hate 
produced by Operation Wedge is 
widely used within the Prison 
Service to help officers recognise 
and further understand symbols, 
language and behaviour that 
may help identify specific threats. 

Operation Wedge holds 
innovative training seminars 
for both voluntary sector and 
Statutory bodies, covering 
issues related to racial hatred 
and the growth in legitimate 
national identity. 

Fundamentally, the ideology 
behind Wedge is to empower 
people to understand and 
tackle the fermentation of hate 
ideas among young people 
and the fact that education 
is paramount in reducing 
hate crime. 

As well as being part of the 
launch of the West Midlands 
Criminal Justice Board hate 
crime forum, Wedge has worked 
in schools and prisons all over 
the country and sits on two 
Prison Service Race and 
Equalities Action Group panels 
dedicated to tackling hate crime. 

Last month, Operation 
Wedge was a major contributor 
to the London Probation 
Service's, European Hate Crime 
Forum held in conjunction with 
the European Community's AGIS 
programme. 
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Sixty hardline nazis demonstrated 
in support of President 
Ahmedinedjad of Iran, chanting 
antisemitic and anti-American 
slogans. They included 20 Germans 
who shouted “Deutschland Erwache” 
(Germany awake — a slogan used by 
Hitler) and “Nahost, judenfrei” (Middle 
East, Jew free). 
The march on 1 July in The Hague 
was staged by Blood and Honour/ 
Racial Volunteer Force, one of two 
rival Dutch branches of the 
international nazi skinhead Blood 
and Honour organisation, together 
with its hardcore fascist allies in the 
Nederlandse Volks Unie (NVU) 
B&H emerged from the shadows 
ry ) in the Netherlands after two 
a 









decades of sporadic activity. 
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— Michael Krick takes 

part in an NVU 
demonstration in 
The Hague in 


2005 


Blood & Honour shows two 
faces in the Netherlands 


From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


Although a rightwing skinhead scene 
existed in the 1980s it was almost 
exclusively domestically involved. 
Insofar as the skinheads were politically 
engaged, they were happy to be part 
of other rightwing organisations. 
That changed at the beginning of the 
1990s when the short-lived success 
and notoriety of the English nazi 
band Skrewdriver found resonance in 
the Netherlands. 

Contacts with English organisations 
resulted in the foundation of a Dutch 
brand of B&H called Hou Kontakt. 
This organisation, which tried to avoid 
being labelled rightwing, was quite 
successful at first, producing magazines 
and holding meetings and concerts. 
A particular achievement was a concert 
staged in Hoek van Holland featuring 
the English nazi band No Remorse. 

Inspired by this, the nazi rock icon 
Ian Stuart Donaldson, lead singer of 
Skrewdriver, met a delegation from 
Hou Kontakt in Utrecht in August 
1992. This was his second visit to the 
Netherlands. In 1984, as a member of 
the National Front, he had participated 
in an action by the fascist Jongeren 
Front Nederland (JFN) calling for 
freedom for Hitler's deputy Rudolf 
Hess, then imprisoned in Berlin. 

Donaldson died the following year in 
a car accident but the Dutch branch of 
B&H became a victim of its own 
success. The more attention it received, 
the greater the pressure of politics, 
society and the police. A second concert 
in Hoek van Holland was stopped by 
Anti-Fascist Action (AFA) and others. 

Hou Kontakt dissolved in the 1990s 
after internal rows, the loss of its 
meeting places and strong competition 
from a new youth culture, the Gabbers. 
At the end of the decade new skinhead 
groups, both rightwing and “non- 
political”, developed in Limburg out of 
which emerged the obscure 
Mijnstreekoost skins, named after the 
region where they are based. 

Led by Patrick Notermans, this mob 
tried to establish a new B&H chapter in 
2001 and succeeded the following year 
when they were joined by a group of 
dissatisfied NVU members. They later 
received support from the convicted 
hardcore German nazi Michael Krick, 
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Eite Homan, a long-time nazi leader, joins the NVU’s pro-lran demonstration in The Hague in 


his T-shirt supporting Osama bin Laden 


who lives in the Netherlands. 

The traditionalists, who focused more 
around music, and the more political 
Combat 18 strand cooperated until the 
entry of a large number of Gabbers into 
the B&H scene. These Gabbers had 
become interested in skinhead music 
and culture and transformed themselves 
into rightwing skinheads. Some older 
boneheads from the Hou Kontakt 
generation also became active again, 
facilitating the growth of decentralised 
groups under the B&H flag, though 
whether they were really part of the 
network remains to be seen. 

By 2005 two distinct organisations 
were emerging: B&H/RVF, composed 
of the Combat 18 fans, and B&H 
Nederland. Former NVU members play 
a key role in BKH/RVF alongside Eite 
Homan’s nazi group. In 2006 they were 
joined by the former Gabbers of the 
Soetermeer Skinhead Front (SSF), who 
achieved notoriety last year by 
organising a nazi fest on 5 May, when 
the Netherlands celebrates the end of 
the Nazi occupation. 

B&H/RVF is notable for its 
outspoken support of violence and its 
antisemitic ideology. It supported 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq because of his 
fight against Israel. It supports the 
German nazi terrorist Kay Diesner, 
who killed a police officer and shot 
a leftwing bookseller, and it promotes 


the US nazi concept of leaderless 
resistance. The latest model for this 
appears to be Mohammed Bouyeri, 
the antisemite and Islamist murderer 
of the film producer, Theo van Gogh. 
Despite being politically independent, 
B&H/RVF invariably supports the 
NVU’s demonstrations and takes an 
interest in nazi structures. in 
neighbouring Germany. 

The traditionalists of B&H 
Nederland are more decentralised and 
more widely spread. They also claim 
political independence but regularly 
cooperate with the fascist Nationale 
Alliantie (NA) and the Flanders branch 
of Blood & Honour. 

Both groups held activities on 4 
March. Twenty B&H/RVF members 
took their own banner to an NVU 
demonstration in the Nijmegen election 
campaign while B&H Nederland 
organised a commemoration for Hitler’s 
SS murderers at a graveyard in 
Ysselstein but had to switch to Lommel 
in Flanders after opposition from an 
AFA demonstration. About 100 Dutch 
nazis turned out together with another 
100 from Germany and Belgium. 

After the Ysselstein retreat the 
leaders of B&¢H/RVF criticised their 
rival’s organisers for openly publicising 
the rally. But within B&H/RVF there 
was criticism of the electoral theme of 
the NVU demonstration. <i 


HOOLIGANS 


A - Z of Britain’s Football 
Hooligan Gangs 


For almost 40 years football 
hooliganism has blighted the 
national game. Organised gangs 
of marauding young men from 
almost every town and city in the 
country have used football as an 
arena for violence. They have 
rioted, maimed and even killed. 


Combining hard facts with 
occasional touches of black 
humour, Hooligans is the 
definitive account of British 
football hooliganism. From the 
gangs to the leaders, from 
policing to those whose lives were 
ruined by soccer violence, this 
book has it all. 


Hooligans A-L and 
Hooligans M-Z are 
both available from 
Searchlight for 
£15 each (inc p&p) 
or £27.50 for both. 


HOOLIGANS 2 


Nick Lowles and Andy Nicholls 


Hooligans, 
volumes 1 & 2 
Bi Chart the influence 
fascist groups have had on 
terol fer lamer late ky 
i Describe how multiracial 
oF Vater Melero lal @ey-La4 
FTerbiaecclatiael-live ny 
Look at how the Miners’ 
Strike brought class politics 
into the football arena. 
This and a whole lot more is 
contained in Hooligans 
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Hold your nose and vote UKIP 


By David Williams 


THE BATTLE FOR the heart of the 
respectable right took a strange twist 
in late June when the British National 
Party leader Nick Griffin called on his 
supporters to back the UK 
Independence Party in the Bromley 
and Chislehurst by-election. Following 
its recent practice of not standing in 
parliamentary by-elections, the BNP 
broke its usual silence to endorse a 
rival rightwing candidate but 
immediately faced a fierce backlash 
from its own activists. 

The by-election in the leafy and 
affluent southeast London 
constituency of Bromley and 
Chislehurst, precipitated by the death 
of its incumbent  Eurosceptic 
Conservative MP Eric Forth on 
17 May, was significant as the first 
parliamentary test of David Cameron's 
leadership. This had already faltered at 
the first hurdle after the local 
association had baulked at the 
preferred “A-List” candidate, preferring 
its own choice, barrister Bob Neill, who 
leads the Conservative group on the 
London Assembly. As one BBC 
correspondent noted, Bromley “is the 
sort of place where Tory votes are 
weighed rather than counted” and 
Neill’s election was never in doubt, 


although ten other candidates clearly 
fancied their chances. 

The UKIP, whose candidate Nigel 
Farage MEP eventually polled third 
behind the Liberal Democrats, 
pushing Labour into fourth place, 
ran a vociferous campaign against 
Neill, rumoured to have cost 
£75,000, including a controversial 
billboard operation accusing Neill of 
supporting the EU, higher taxes 
and untrammelled immigration. 
Neill threatened to sue. Farage 
goaded him to do so. The UKIP also 
sought to launch a legal challenge to 
have Neill’s candidacy declared 
illegitimate, claiming that his position 
as anon-executive director (outgoing) 
of the North East London Strategic 
Health Authority disbarred him from 
standing as a candidate under the 
terms of the House of Commons 
Disqualification Act (1975). Having 
sought a legal opinion the UKIP threw 
in the towel stating its case would be 
too costly to pursue. 

Astonishingly, on the eve of the poll 
the UKIP received the endorsement of 
Griffin who urged BNP members to 
“hold your nose — and vote UKIP!” 
This was something of a surprise given 
the BNP’s recent claim that the UKIP is 


an Ml5-created conspiracy designed 
to siphon off its own support. Oh, and 
it apparently works hand-in-glove 


with Searchlight too. Although 
dismissive of the UKIP’s recently 
unveiled anti-immigration platform 
and Farage personally the BNP clearly 
felt, “the chance to give the Europhiles 
a bloody nose is more important than 
any short-term party __ political 
advantage to be had by splitting the 
anti-EU vote’. 

Griffin's statement, released without 
warning to an unsuspecting and 
uncomprehending BNP membership, 
was within hours the subject of 
fervent debate and undisguised anger 
in the party. 

Many vented their anger at the fact 





Right Now 


By David Williams 


THE ANTI-IMMIGRATION glossy 
magazine Right Now! is impressed with 
the British National Party’s gains in the 
May council elections and gives the party 
tips on how to build on its success. 

The latest issue of the bimonthly 
publication, “which aims to recapture our 
civilisation from the enemies of the 
West”, dissects the BNP’s relative 
success. While deeply critical of the 
“bland approach” of Cameron's “soft” 
Conservatism, not to mention the 
performance of the UKIP which 
“completely failed to capture anyone’s 
imagination’, partly because of its fear of 


being labelled “extremist”, Derek Turner, 
the editor, though more muted than 
usual, eschewed the condemnatory tone 
of the mainstream press and certainly the 
Conservative Party in general. 

According to Turner the BNP gains 
were “impressive” although he recognised 
that the party still had only a “limited 
appeal” to the middle classes not to 
mention the fact that those seats that it 
does have represent a mere 0.23% of the 
country’s 19,579 council seats. The BNP 
“js still partly a protest vote,” observed 
Turner’s editorial, warning that its 
“popular policies” run the risk of being 
co-opted by the political mainstream 
“which may be less sincere about putting 
them into effect”. 

If the BNP is to consolidate these 
gains then, notes Turner, the conduct and 
performance of the BNP will have to be 
exemplary. “Its new representatives will 


need to work hard at local level, and 
behave professionally towards non-white 
constituents who approach them with 
genuine problems, if the party is ever to 
become more than just a means of 
sending politicians and pundits into 
spasms of sanctimonious rage.” 

Taking a wider view, however, the local 
elections, with its victories for left, right 
and Green, represented for Turner a sign 
that voters are tired of the social- 
democratic “middle ground” and thus 
should be greeted as a “necessary 
corrective for a corrupted system” whose 
complexion could change radically if 
Cameron's Conservatives, the UKIP and 
the BNP all make the most of the 
opportunities presented to them by the 
election and “a political landscape grown 
suddenly much more welcoming”. 

Columnist “John Bull”, in reality the 
BNP’s London organiser Nick Ericson 





who uses the name Nick Russell in the 


UKIP by-election candidate Nigel Farage 
Picture: Mike Cohen 


that Griffin had in effect stuck the 
knife into the back of the National 
Front candidate Paul Winnett. Even 
the more hardline elements 
understood that Griffin would never 
endorse the NF but, as one supporter 
wondered: “why say anything at all? 
| would rather chew off my own 
kneecaps than vote UKIP. | would as 
soon vote for the Tories.” The shock 
within certain sections of the BNP was 
palpable. “I was totally gobsmacked 
when | received the news alert email,’ 
noted one member. Another, clearly 
embarrassed, confessed, “Il was so 
shocked | cracked open a bottle of 
beer ... the party | love has made me 
look like a fool.’ “This is a bloody 
outrage ... what the hell were the BNP 
thinking,’ pretty much summed up 
the general attitude of many activists. 
For others it was clearly too much 
altogether. “The BNP will never again 
recieve [sic] any support from me ... 
Bye Bye BNP” fumed a former BNP 
candidate from Yorkshire. “This could 
be the straw that broke the camels 
[sic] back for me tool!” raged a BNP 
organiser from the — Greater 
Manchester area. 

Given the rancour and division 
“Griffin's gaff” caused, one can only 


wonder what it was supposed 
to achieve? Increasing pressure to 
explain his reasoning forced Griffin 
to issue a further statement on 
his blog the following evening. 
Answering his critics Griffin continued 
on the offensive, distancing himself 
from the NF which he characterised as 
“a joke organisation ... a collection of 
dead-beat neo-fascists” — hardly fair 
recompense to all those NF activists 
who turn out to help the BNP on the 
ground with canvassing and the like. 
Many NF activists will be livid and 
will doubtless think twice before 
helping again. 

Secondly, and more importantly, 
Griffin's statement was aimed at 
embarrassing the UKIP politically, 
putting a spoiler on its chances of 
gaining parliamentary representation. 
After all the UKIP currently inhabits 
a large portion of the political space 
the BNP wishes to occupy for itself. 
Griffin blames the UKIP for depriving 
the BNP of a breakthrough during the 
2004 European elections and is clearly 
anxious to hasten the UKIP’s demise 
ahead of the next one. The UKIP also 
contains plenty of capable activists. 
“One ex-UKIP recruit is worth perhaps 
a dozen ordinary new members 


UKIP-BNP merger “or an entirely new 





to us, that’s a simple political fact,’ 
noted Griffin. 

Keen to poach such members a 
small BNP contingent distributed The 
Voice of Freedom and Griffin's Open 
Letter to All UKIP members outside the 
UKIP’s South East rally on 3 June for 
this very purpose. In this sense Griffin, 
who appears to believe that the 
implosion of the UKIP is imminent, 
issued his statement in an attempt to 
convince potential UKIP converts - “a 
huge future resource for us” — that the 
BNP is a party above sectarian self- 
interest when it comes to opposing 
the EU, making it more palatable for 
those perhaps minded to switch, 
particularly given a recent poll 
showing that many voters thought 
the UKIP and BNP indistinguishable. 

For many within the BNP, however, 
the UKIP is completely beyond the 
pale, leading many BNP activists 
openly to question Griffin's judgment, 
not least because his statement 
appears to have been an own goal. 
The UKIP and the national media 
ignored it. More importantly, by so 
publicly denigrating the NF Griffin 
only succeeded in sowing the seeds of 
division, distrust and disunity within 
his own party. ~= 


Now! claims that it is not Ellis who is 


BNP, heralds the minor breakthrough grouping which hopefully will emerge 
of the BNP in highly localised pockets from the ashes together with Right 
as the “biggest story” of the _ Now! supporters”. 
election. Setting great store on There is also a large dollop 
the fact that opinion polls _4 of support for the suspended 
apparently show that Leeds University academic 
25% of people would and Right Now! 
“consider” voting for the contributor Frank Ellis as 
BNP, Ericson believes -a man who “stands 
that the greatest barrier to unabashedly for the 
a more significant England that is known to 
breakthrough is the BNP’s history and that now lies 
negative image. Thus its © * under the incubus of the 
challenge is a “marketing thought-control that dom- 
one” which the BNP needs to inates the West today”. 
resolve if it is to change the Rather over egging the 
public’s perception of the party. pudding Right 
Similar themes dominate the 
letters’ pages with a number 
of readers musing over 
the possibilities of a 





















former Leeds 
University academic 


‘Martyr’: Frank Ellis, 


being martyred for free speech but “the 
West” in general. Rather than fight his 
cause, Ellis, 54, chose to take early 
retirement on 30 June after reaching a 
settlement with the University of 
Leeds which included a year’s salary 
and a contribution to his legal costs. 
Another feature evident in this 
month’s issue of Right Now! (and indeed 
with regard to the online petition for 
Ellis) is its increasingly transatlantic 
perspective, presumably resulting from 
its quest to capture a more significant 
American readership. The magazine has 
recently appointed Matthew Richer as 
its US editor while its American 
distribution is managed by Louis 
Andrews of Augusta, Georgia. Andrews 
is on the editorial board of the Occidental 
Quarterly, a magazine to which Turner is 
a regular contributor. ~= 





BNP almost captures Tory seat but fails elsewhere 


By Nick Lowles 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL Party came 
within 157 votes of taking a 
solid Conservative ward in Redbridge, 
on the outskirts of East London, 
last month. 

Although it had never contested 
Bridge ward before and polled poorly 
there in the London Assembly 
elections in 2004, the BNP almost 
caused a huge upset. 

The ward is a_ traditionally 
safe Conservative seat and the 
Conservatives took over 60% of 
the vote in the May council elections. 
This majority was slashed as the BNP 
took votes from all parties in the by- 
election on 13 July, which was caused 
by the death of one of the councillors 
elected in May. 

Labour's vote dropped by almost a 
half and the Liberal Democrats, who 
also trailed far behind the BNP, fared 
little better. 

The BNP 857 votes, a 33.5% share of 
the poll, reflected the growing 
strength of BNP support across outer 
East London. In May’s local elections, 
the party gained 11 councillors in 
Barking & Dagenham, three in Epping 
and one each in Redbridge and 
Havering. 

Perhaps more significantly, the BNP 
proved it could win votes in traditional 
Conservative areas. The vast majority 
of its successes in May occurred in 
Labour heartlands. 

The BNP was quick to seize on this 
point. “This obviously bodes well for 
the future of the BNP, and suggests 
that Cameron's ‘Hug a _ Hoody’ 
nonsense has done yet more 
serious damage to the traditional 
Conservative vote,’ the party’s website 
declared. 

A leaflet attacking Cameron's ‘Hug a 
Hoody’ speech was one of five leaflets 
distributed during the campaign. The 
BNP also delivered personalised 
letters to people who had responded 
positively to canvassing. 

The BNP leaflets picked up a number 
of genuine grievances about 
Redbridge’s Conservative administra- 
tion and mixed them with several 
outright lies about council spending 
being concentrated on “immigrant” 
Ilford rather than “white” Woodford, 
which includes Bridge ward. The final 





leaflet attacked the head teacher of a 
local school for admitting pupils from 
Tower Hamlets - the implication being 
that they are black — instead of local 
children. The fact that admissions are 
controlled by the council not the 
school passed the BNP by, or perhaps it 
was deliberate. 

The BNP made extensive use of the 
‘marked register, which allowed it to 
focus its campaign on the households 
who normally vote, so saving time 
and energy. 

There was also. considerable 
opposition to the BNP. A large group 
of anti-fascists distributed copies of 
Searchlight magazine in the ward, 
organised by the local community 
group Redbridge and Epping Forest 
Together. This seemed to upset the 
BNP, perhaps because of the large 
numbers of news items in the 
magazine that exposed the true 
nature of the BNP as Holocaust 
deniers, criminals, hypocrites, woman- 
haters and losers. 

Warville himself was absent during 
some of the campaign as he appears 
to have been promoted to the posse 
of minders for Nick Griffin, the party 
leader. Strangely the BNP leaflets were 
silent on any personal details. 

Surprisingly, there was some 
opposition among the leaders of 
London BNP to fighting the ward in a 
serious manner. While the Redbridge 
branch, led by Tony Lecomber, who 
remains centrally involved despite the 
leadership's claim that he is no longer 
in the party, was keen to throw 
resources into the ward, others, in 
particular the BNP’s elections officer 
Eddy Butler, were sceptical. 

Butler's view was that the party had 
little chance of winning in the ward 
and should instead focus its attention 
on consolidating _ its 
support in areas where it 
won in May. In late June, 
during the early stages 
of the Bridge ward 
campaign, the BNP held 
a day of action in Barking 
and Dagenham to deliver 
thank-you letters in the 
wards it won the previous 
month. 

Similar leaflets are going 


Geoffrey Hinds 
Daniel Warville 


Mark Epstein 
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David Reynolds 


out in Epping and Havering. 

London BNP is already turning its 
attention to the 2008 London 
Assembly elections. Without the 
distraction of European elections on 
the same day as in 2004, the BNP is 
confident that it can capture much of 
the UK Independence Party vote, 
which prevented the BNP getting a 
candidate elected in 2004. Then, the 
BNP missed out by just 5,000 votes 
while the UKIP gained two seats. 

London BNP is an organisational 
shambles, with only a handful of 
functioning branches. But over the 
next 18 months the party plans to 
initiate activity in a number of areas 
where it has had little, if any, profile. 

The BNP fared far worse in an 
Ashfield council by-election in 
Hucknall West ward on the same day. 
This seemed to be a better prospect as 
the area has been a hotspot for BNP 
violence and threats to its political 
opponents in the past. Michael Clark 
came bottom in an election that the 
Liberal Democrats won and the 
Conservatives failed to contest. 

Two weeks earlier the BNP suffered 
four other poor results. Two by- 
elections in Tameside, Greater 
Manchester, brought the party 18.3% 
in Denton South and 16.6% in 
Stalybridge North. The BNP also 
took 15.8% in Moorland in Lincoln and 
a slightly better 20.6% in Shobnall, 
East Staffordshire. 

The Stalybridge North election 
saw the delivery to every household 
of a specially produced 30-minute 
DVD, which combined national 
BNP propaganda with a personal 
appeal by Paul Hindley, the candidate. 
Quite how the party managed to stay 
within its election spending limits is 
clearly open to question. 
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Result: Bridge ward, Redbridge B.C. 13 July 2006 
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es 
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Turnout 30.3% 








Danny Warville, Nick Griffin's latest Rottweiler 





While the BNP claimed the result 
was a major success, the truth is that 
the Labour Party's share of the vote 
was similar to that in May. Given the 
national political picture, this is hardly 
a great advance for the BNP. 

More recently on 20 July the BNP 
brought home two results that can 
only be described as abysmal even on 
the party’s present form. In Hartlepool 
Ronald Bage took a mere 68 votes in 
Park ward, amounting to 6.7%. This is 
worse than the BNP’s result in May in 
the only Hartlepool ward where it 
stood. And in Chichester’s West 
Wittering ward, Andrew Emerson won 
123 votes, an 8.2% share placing him 
fifth out of six candidates. 

The BNP will trumpet the Bridge 
ward campaign as a success and in 
many ways it was. However, the party 
was so close to winning that it must 
also be seen as an opportunity 
wasted. If the increasingly tense 
relationship between Butler and 
Lecomber had not hampered the first 
part of the campaign and more 
people had been motivated from 
across London to help canvass, then 
the BNP would probably have won. 

But the BNP did not win and while 
we should be grateful, we should also 
see this result as a warning. It shows 
that the BNP can be a threat in 
Conservative areas and that as 
Cameron reaches out to the centre he 
alienates voters on the right of his 
party. For London anti-fascists it shows 
that we have a lot of work to do if we 
hope to stop the BNP in 2008. a 


BNP councillor 
in hot water 
over internet 
lunacy 


A BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY 
councillor in Sandwell is in 
trouble after the council closed 
down his website because of alleged 
racist remarks. 

Simon Smith was informed by 
Sandwell council that it was 
removing his council-hosted site in 
mid-June. He was told that as a 
councillor he had a duty to promote 
equality and good race relations, 
principles that the council felt his 
website had contravened. 

The council also reprimanded him 
for promoting the BNP on the site. 
“The law requires that local authority 
publicity must not appear to be 
designed to affect public support 
for a political party,” Mrs N Sharma, 
the council’s head of Legal Services, 
explained. 

Smith, who was elected in the 
Great Bridge ward in May, heads 
the four-strong BNP group on the 
council. Since being elected, he has 
been active gathering information 
which he hopes to use in the future. 
Shortly after taking his seat he wrote 
to the council demanding details of 
every local land sale. He then claimed 
land was being sold off below its 
market value. 

One posting on his site was a report 
of a planning meeting. “At the 
planning meeting there were plenty 
of the non-indigenous getting 
extensions to their houses and trying 
to get planning permission for 
takeaways and large house building 
projects. There is an arrogant swagger 
about them. 

“Two takeaway owners argued 
about whether there was space for 
| & Simon Smith's Blog - Mozilla Firefox 
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very angry about this. 





The moon landings were a hoax 
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- Central Banks are at the heart of why the world is a rotten place. This is an excellent video. 








another. Is this how England is 
swallowed up by and becomes a third 
world country? Labour are planning 
the destruction of Britain. They are 
the Judas Party.” 

An angry Mrs Sharma replied: “If 
you believe that the Authority has 
operated outside the law or guidelines 
please let me have the details. 
Otherwise I would ask you to refrain 
from such references.” 

Smith promptly reproduced the 
council letter on the BNP website 
under the title: “BNP criticism of 
Labour policy silenced”. 

An insight into Smith’s warped 
mind is evident in the web links his 
site advertised. One was to “The 
Truth Seeker”, which carries articles 
that suggest HIV is a harmless virus 
and does not cause Aids, claims to 
reveal the secret powers behind the 
Vatican, and argues that Jews are 
opposed to freedom of speech and 
their “twisted version of history keeps 
creating tyranny and wars”. 

Antisemitism can also be found on 
another of Smith’s links, the Birdman 
site, run by the US white supremacist 
John Bryant. 

A further link leads to a video 
which claims the 2001 terrorist 
attacks on the United States were an 
“inside job”. Other links include 
allegations that the Apollo moon 
landings were faked and that “flying 
saucers are MAN-MADE electronic 
machines and ‘space aliens’ are 
Pentagon-Created Delusions”. —~< 
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News in brief 


BNP members should not teach 


aie > A teaching union has called on Alan Johnson, the 
“ Education Secretary, to ban BNP members from 
teaching in schools. The NASUWT raised concerns 
_ after Clive Jones, who teaches in a pupil referral 
unit in Derby, stood for the BNP in a council by- 
election on 29 June. 
In a separate letter to Derby City Council Chris 
Keates, the general secretary of the NASUWT, 
argued that the employment of a man who 
subscribes to the BNP’s racist and fascist agenda 
conflicts with the authority's “legal duty of care for 
its pupils and staff”. 
The council denied suggestions that Jones was 
only being allowed to teach white pupils at the 
” referral unit, which teaches mainly children who 
, have been permanently excluded from mainstream 
dos schools. Councillor Sara Bolton said that standing 
as a BNP candidate “does not, in itself, breach the code of conduct for 
teachers ... He has been subject to supervision and monitoring of his 
classroom practice as a teacher in the same way as other staff and 
present evidence suggests that he has discharged his professional 


duties appropriately.” 


Carnival Klansmen 

A MAN WHO dressed up in a Ku Klux 
Klan outfit at a carnival later denied 
being a racist. The stunt by Gary 
Thwaites at Wigton Carnival in 
Cumbria in June sharply divided 
opinion with some residents 
dismissing it as “harmless fun” and 
others calling it a “sick joke”. A second 
man in Klan robes has not come 
forward. Both men gatecrashed the 
parade, carrying nooses. 

Thwaites, the current over 35s British 
squash champion, apologised for any 
offence, saying: “I condemn all racists 
and anything to do with racism. ... | 
didn’t go out to offend or be racist. 
That was the last thing on my mind. 

“It just seemed like an easy outfit to 
make - just a few bed sheets and 
pillow cases.’ He accepted that it was 
an error of judgement. 

Wigton is the only place in Cumbria 
where the BNP has stood in council 
elections. Its candidate, Paul Stafford, 
failed to win a seat on Allerdale Council 
in 2003. 





NF man arrested for Nazi salute 
A NATIONAL FRONT member was 
arrested for making a Nazi salute outside 
Luton railway station in Bedfordshire. 
The 18-year-old from Derby had 
confronted more than 25 peaceful anti- 
fascist demonstrators on 1 July. 

John Reid, the Home Secretary, had 
banned a march planned for that day by 








the fascist NF after police and the local 
council leaders expressed concern for 
public safety. Chief Superintendent Ivor 
Twydell said the ban would “send a very 
clear message to those members of the 
National Front that they are not 
welcome in this town’. 

The ban gave police power to arrest 
anyone gathering for a procession or 
march. The NF nazi had been asked to 
leave town but returned to the station 
where he made the offensive salute. 





Race attack on imam 

AN ASSISTANT IMAM was racially 
abused and assaulted while walking to 
morning prayers in Rhyl, Denbighshire. 
Two men attacked the 29-year-old 
victim after asking if he was a Muslim. 
When he replied that he was, they told 
him: “If you want to live and stay in this 
country, you shouldn't say you're a 
Muslim’. 

Police said the attack on Imam 
Kareem, which occurred at 2.30am on 
5 July near the Islamic Cultural Centre, 
was random and not a“targeted attack 
on the Muslim community”. 

North Wales Police Supt Barry Jones, 
deputy divisional commander for 
Conwy and Denbighshire, said: “The 
Muslim community here in Rhyl is a 
very valuable part of the Welsh 
community and we do everything 
possible to ensure the safety of both 
the Muslim community and the 
community as a whole’. 





Publicans say no to BNP 
A MARYPORT LANDLORD has 


apologised to the town’s immigrant 
workforce for allowing the BNP to 
meet in his pub. Brian Robinson, 
licensee of the King’s Arms, said 
organisers of the newly formed 
Allerdale BNP group told him they 
were holding a pigeon meeting. 

Mr Robinson told the local paper: “I am 
absolutely gutted. I apologise unreservedly 
for any offence caused to anyone. 

“T was asked to hold a pigeon meeting 
by someone I know vaguely and I could 
not believe it when I saw what they 
were actually doing. If I had known 
they would not have been allowed to set 
foot in the pub and I can guarantee they 
will never be allowed to again.” 

The BNP has also been banned from 
a pub in Fleetwood but only because 
the person who booked the room had 
told him it was for a union meeting not 
for the BNP. Eric Pollitt, landlord of 
the Victoria pub on Dock Street, said 
he had no problem with the party itself 
and no one had voiced any “racist or 
extremist views” during the meeting. 


Anger at BNP council 
committee post 


A BNP councillor has been given 

the leading role in a Stoke-on- 

Trent City Council health group. 

Mark Leat (pictured), who was 

elected two years ago, was made 

chair of the health and wellbeing 

scrutiny and overview commission 

in order to ensure political balance 

between parties represented on the 

council. The BNP has five seats. 
Ian Syme, from the North 

Staffordshire campaign group 

Healthwatch, believes NHS 

employees will be angry at the 

appointment. “With the BNP’s 

attitude towards race, I don't see how 

they could be equitable towards 

health,” he said. “We 

should remember 

that without 

people of 

different races 

and creeds 

coming over 

from the old 

Common- 

wealth and 

other countries, 

the NHS would 

collapse.” 





Book review 


How the Nazis 


justified genocide 


Karl Pfeifer reviews 


The Jewish Enemy: Nazi Propaganda during World War Il 
and the Holocaust by Jeffrey Herf 


OVER 61 YEARS after the liberation 
of Auschwitz we can still witness the 
continued influence of the most lethal 
of all ideological poisons: the image 
of “the Jew” as the root of all evil 
who “pulls strings” behind the scenes. 
With this twisted and unfounded 
reasoning, radical antisemites can solve 
all riddles and explain everything. 

Jeffrey Herf, 59, is a professor of 
history at the University of Maryland in 
the USA. His latest book sheds new 
light on the Nazis’ use of propaganda 
and is a trenchant refutation of those 
who claim that antisemitic hate speech 
is merely a cynical tool employed 
by politicians. 

He shows convincingly that even 
when Soviet tanks and American 
and British bombers rained death and 
destruction on the armies and cities of 
the Third Reich and most European 
Jews had already been killed, the Nazi 
propaganda machine still interpreted 
the Allies’ attacks as an unprovoked 
assault by the Jews and as tangible 
evidence that international Jewry was 
trying to exterminate the Germans. 

Herf demonstrates that a “paranoiac 
pattern” of Nazi propaganda 
accompanied the Holocaust to the very 
end and describes the mode of 
operation of the different Nazi 
propaganda institutions and the persons 
involved. In particular, he examines the 
translation of the Nazis’ viscerally 
antisemitic ideology into a narrative 
and the tailoring of weekly and daily 
news to fit that narrative. 

The Nazis used the story of an 
innocent National Socialist Germany 
besieged by international Jewry intent 
on its “extermination” to announce and 


justify the so-called Final Solution. 


Jeffrey Herf 


A blend of hatred, self-righteous 
indignation and _ paranoia, he 
demonstrates, lay at the core of the Nazi 
justification of genocide. 

The evidence that Herf presents 
indicates that when Hitler, Goebbels, 
Ley and Dietrich used the words 
Vernichtung (extermination) and 
Ausrottung (annihilation) it was clearly 
understood that those words referred to 
a policy of mass murder. Most of 
Hitler's opponents, however, found it 
difficult to believe that Hitler actually 
meant what he said about 
exterminating and annihilating the 
Jews. Even many years after the 
Holocaust, some historians have 
exhibited great difficulty in 
understanding the full dimension of 
fanaticism in power. 

Despite the vast literature on Nazi 
Germany, the Second World War and 
the Holocaust, a rationalist bias about 
human motivation has persisted, 
reinforced by the positivism of the 
social sciences and challenges to 
intellectual and cultural history among 
historians. The Nazis, however, said 
exactly what they meant and meant 
what they said, and that meaning was 
clearly conveyed to millions of people at 
the same time as they suppressed the 
facts of the Final Solution. 

If the Jews were so powerful, went 
their perverted logic, what sense would 
it make to enrage them further with 
news reports about the Final Solution? 
The mixture of brutal speech and 
suppression of facts was enough to 
consolidate a “gangsters’ covenant” 
while affording the silent, indifferent 
and uncurious majority a fig leaf of 
plausible deniability. 


An important element of 





contemporary antisemitism is the 
accusation of so-called “Zionist-Nazi 
collaboration”. But Nazi support for 
some Jewish emigration to Palestine 
between 1933 and 1939 did not in any 
way conflict with Hitler’s broader view 


that the Zionist project was a 
component of international Jewry’s 
supposed drive for world domination. 

During the Second World War this 
deeply rooted facet of Nazi ideology 
converged with strategic arguments 
about the importance of gaining Arab, 
and eventually pan-Islamic, support for 
the war. This conjuncture led to a 
historically significant meeting of 
minds between Nazism and radical 
fundamentalist Islam. Indeed the 
apparent absolute clarity and simplicity 
of a paranoid conspiracy theory focused 
on actions attributed to “international 
Jewry” has persisted in the ideological 
documents of fundamentalist Islam in 
recent decades. 

At the beginning of the 21st century, 
the demented discourse of radical 
antisemitism has resurfaced in different 
idioms and cultural contexts. It would be 
complacent to assume that variants on 
the narrative explored in Jeffrey Herf’s 
brilliant work will not play a part in the 
future. The insight that history is not 
the product of conspiracy and that 
political events are full of contingency, 
though often taken for granted, is an 
antidote that is among the most 
important messages in a book that 
should be read by every anti-fascist. << 


Jeffrey Herf: The Jewish Enemy: Nazi 
Propaganda during World War II and the 
Holocaust. The Belknap Press of 
Harvard University Press, ISBN 0-674- 
02175-4, £19.95. 








ric Dudley Butler, who died in 

June at the age of 90, was 

unquestionably Australia’s 

premier postwar antisemitic 
propagandist. His League of Rights, 
founded in 1946, dominated that 
country’s radical right for nearly 50 
years. His international presence 
included Leagues in Britain, Canada 
and New Zealand, firm links with 
racists in South Africa and Rhodesia, 
and a short-lived association with the 
John Birch Society in the US. 

Butler was born in May 1916 in 
country Victoria. In the 1930s he 
became an adherent of the unorthodox 
Social Credit financial theories of 
Major C H Douglas. Douglas was 
obsessed with the supposedly malign 
influence of Jewish people on world 
affairs and the young Butler quickly 
embraced this. In 1937 he became a 
writer for the Melbourne Social Credit 
newspaper The New Times and soon 
established himself as a leading figure 
on the populist movement’s far right. 
Insofar as he was ever critical of Adolf 
Hitler, for example, it was only because 
Hitler was supposedly acting on behalf 
of Jewish interests. 

When war broke out in September 
1939 Butler enlisted. Although in later 
years he was to make much of his time 
in uniform, his political antics were 
seriously frowned upon by Army 
Security, which believed he was 
hindering the war effort. Butler even 
attracted the unfavourable attention of 
the US authorities after his writings 
appeared in the newspaper of Father 
Coughlin, the antisemitic “Radio 
Priest”. The Australian authorities 


seriously considered interning a number 
of Social Crediters including Butler; a 
1944 government board of inquiry 
stated that “at times their arguments are 
in line with enemy propaganda”. 
Certainly one factor that kept Butler 
out of an internment camp was the fact 





that he was generally considered a 
good soldier and had been posted to 
a northern battle station, which it 
was assumed would restrict his political 
activities. 

The revelations of anti-Jewish 
atrocities at the close of the war did 
nothing to abate Butler's antisemitism; 
indeed, The New Times was publishing 
Holocaust denial material before 
hostilities had ceased. In 1946, Butler 
published his most notorious work, 
The International Jew: The Truth about the 
Protocols of Zion. It was the usual mélange 
of antisemitic conspiracy theories, with 
Butler’s added twist that Hitler was 
Jewish, but Jesus Christ was not. 

Yet if this was a low point in Butler’s 
extremism, the onset of Cold War anti- 
socialism afforded him an opportunity 
to abandon his radicalism in other 
areas. The immediate postwar years saw 
Butler build lucrative alliances with 
private banks and Australia’s 
conservative parties, both of which he 
had bitterly condemned over the 
previous decade. 

The first alliance was relatively 
straightforward. The banks needed a 
“grass-roots” campaign against the 
Labor Government’s nationalisation 
plans. Butler built an organisation to 
deliver this, based on his Social Credit 
contacts, and churned out millions of 
pieces of literature paid for by the 
banks. That organisation was the 
League of Rights, founded in South 
Australia in 1946. 

The South Australian connection laid 
much of the ground for the second 
alliance. Butler’s relationships with 
conservative politicians were never 
easy — few were inclined to forget or 
forgive the populist insults he’d 
heaped upon them in the past. _»} 
Sir Robert Menzies, for one, >» 
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Eric Butler (right), in talks with lan Smith, 
whose racist Rhodesian Front regime 
unilaterally declared independence in 1965 





especially disliked him. Yet others were 
happy to associate with him, most 
famously Jim Killen (later to become 
Minister for Defence), who travelled 
with Butler to Britain in 1962 to 
campaign against the Common 
Market. Another ally was Sir Alexander 
Downer, Immigration Minister under 
Menzies and the father of the present- 
day Australian Foreign Minister, 
who himself faced a barrage of criticism 
in 1994 when it was revealed he 
had addressed a League meeting some 
years earlier. 

In 1961, Butler merged the League 
state branches to form the Australian 
League of Rights. Butler was the 
League’s National Director, which 
provided him with a salaried position — 
one is reminded of Richard Hofstadter’s 
example of the political paranoiac who 
managed to turn his obsession into a 
career — and the opportunity to travel 
around Australia and the globe 
promoting his baleful worldview. 

The 1960s were a good 
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decade for Butler. Internationally he 
developed links with the rebel regime of 
Ian Smith in Rhodesia and radical 
rightists such as A K Chesterton of 
Britain’s League of Empire Loyalists, 
Ron Gostick in Canada and Ivor 
Benson in South Africa. Canada and 
New Zealand soon both had active 
League branches that dominated their 
local far right. Britain's League, led by 
Australian expat Don Martin, had to 
remain in the shadow of the National 
Front, but certainly had influence 
in anti-Common Market circles. 
Butler was also a prolific pamphleteer 
and although his conspiracy tracts were 
largely cut and paste jobs, they also 
helped boost his global profile as they 
were sold by groups ranging from the 
National Front to the US’s Aryan 
Nations. (Perhaps his most curious 
endorsement, however, was _ the 
appearance of two of his books on a 
recommended reading list on 
“Communism and Espionage” 
compiled by the founder of Scientology, 
L Ron Hubbard.) 

Locally, League members infiltrated 
Australia’s two major conservative 
parties, securing branch offices at local 
and national levels and, in at least one 
instance, being elected to Parliament. 
The League became notorious for its 
plethora of apparently innocuous front 


groups, including the Australian 
Heritage Society, the Institute for 
Economic Democracy and the quaintly 
named LILAC League (Ladies In Line 
Against Communism). 

Throughout the 1960s and 1970s, 
Butler campaigned vigorously for the 
minority racist regimes in Southern 
Africa, in defence of the White 
Australia Policy and the monarchy, and 
against communism, which he saw 
everywhere, and the permissive society. 
Although he was always seen as a fringe 
figure, he nevertheless managed to 
position himself in unlikely places — he 
was for a time a vocal member of 
Melbourne’s Anglican Synod — not 
least thanks to his ability to mobilise 
hundreds of supporters to bombard 
MPs and newspapers on the League’s 
issues of the day. 

Yet Butler was forever dogged by his 
antisemitism, especially his authorship 
of The International Jew, which even 
earned him a mention in the 
Encyclopedia Britannica. The 1965 
publication of Ken Gott’s 
comprehensive exposé of Butler and the 
League, Voices of Hate, had a wide 
circulation and provided journalists and 
critics with a bank of unflattering 
quotes. Whenever he appeared to be 
making some minor headway politically 
— usually sharing a platform with a 
conservative MP or appearing at the 
head of a rural protest movement — his 
unsavoury core beliefs would once again 
be resurrected and he would be forced to 
return to the shadows. Many politicians 
and public figures flirted with Butler 
and the League over the years, yet were 
careful to keep their distance in public. 
One wonders whether he felt some 
personal slight when abandoned in the 
media’s glare. He would have been less 
than human not to. 

While antisemitism remained a 
constant, especially with the rise of 
Holocaust denial from the late 1970s 
onwards, the League’s racism often 
changed targets to suit the times, from 
Africans and Asians in the 1960s to 
Vietnamese refugees in the 1970s and 
Aborigines in the 1980s. Other, more 
mainstream, political groupings showed 
themselves far better suited to take 
advantage of racist sentiment, but 
Butler certainly kept it on the boil for 
many years. 

The League was a tight outfit. More 
than one critic lamented the structural 
challenges it posed to would-be 
infiltrators. No member ever defected 
and told all. Nor was there was ever any 


real challenge to Butler's leadership. 
Part of this was due to the League’s 
organisational structure. But part of it 
was also due to Butler’s personality. 
He was unquestionably charismatic and 
accessible to the average League 
supporter. On a personal level he could 
be charming enough, unlike many of 
the run-of-the-mill sociopaths who 
dominate the far right. Even so, his 
ingrained antisemitic beliefs could not 
be ignored, buttressed as they were by a 
self-serving naiveté bordering on 
callousness: in one autobiographical 
memoir, he expressed surprise and 
disappointment that a Jewish 
community figure had once rudely 
rebuffed his offer of small talk over 
dinner following a debate at Melbourne 
University in the 1960s. Butler’s 
opening gambit, alas, had been to 
enquire of his fellow debater whether 
he agreed that the Jewish people were 
not in fact of Middle Eastern origin but 
rather the descendents of Turkic 
converts, the Khazars. 

Butler only once ran for parliament, 
in 1951, polling a derisory 4.4% of the 
vote as an independent. He had more 
success in local government, however, as 
both a councillor and President of the 
Shire of Eltham (to Melbourne’s 
north). His term of office was relatively 
uncontroversial — he ventured only into 
his more respectable interests such as 
anti-fluoridation and citizens-initiated 
referendums — and colleagues who were 
not his political allies felt that he was a 
more-than-competent politician. Some 
of his critics have wondered how far 
Butler might have progressed in politics 
had he not embraced extremism. 

The rise of myriad fringe far-rightist 
outfits throughout the 1980s, many of 
them seeded by the League in one way 
or another, and the meteoric rise of the 
populist anti-immigration MP Pauline 
Hanson after 1996 saw the League 
largely fade into political insignificance. 
Butler had no doubt seen this coming. 
He had once hoped that his son Philip, 
one-time director of the Canadian 
League, would succeed him but this was 
not to be. In 1992 Butler became the 
League’s “Advisory National Director” 
and relinquished day-to-day control to 
David Thompson, formerly the New 
Zealand League’s National Director. 
Thompson's lack of dynamism soon 
became apparent and he later 
abandoned politics entirely. Butler was 
predeceased by his wife Elma, who 
came from a Social Credit family. 
They had two sons. ~q 
















































International 


roundup 


Nazis tore up and burned a copy of The 
Diary of Anne Frank at a midsummer 
festival, attended by about 80 local 
people, in the east German village of 
Pretzien. In the incident, which caused 
outrage in a Germany desperate to 
make a good impression internationally 
during the World Cup, skinheads 
cheered and bawled “Sieg Heil” as 
the book by the child victim of the 
Holocaust went up in flames. Before 
setting it on fire, they used the book as 
a football in a drunken kick-around. 

They also sang Nazi songs and burned 
a US flag after delivering speeches on the 
“Germanic” meaning of the solstice and 
opposing the war in Iraq. 

The festival on 24 June was 
organised by a local group called 


GERMANY: Nazis burn Anne Frank diary 


NORWAY’S ANTI-IMMIGRANT 
Progress Party (FrP) has been exposed 
as hypocritical for using public money 
for private purposes. 

Norway’s second biggest party has 
long profited from presenting itself as 
the defender of ordinary people. Carl I 
Hagen, until recently the party’s 
chairman, was always the first to 
condemn other politicians who use 
public money for private purposes. 

Siv Jensen, his successor as chairman 
— the party congress refused to make 
the title gender neutral — has followed 
his example by expressing such 
concerns “on behalf of the Norwegian 
people”. It now appears that the 
Norwegian people have good reason to 
be concerned about how her party is 
squandering taxpayers’ money. 

First the media broke the story of 
how the FrP’s parliamentary group had 
used money granted to finance 
parliamentary activities to pay for 
Jensen’s car and her personal trainer. 
Responding to the furore, a party 
official claimed that Jensen needed a 
trainer because she was single. It was 
later revealed that the trainer was a 
convicted drug dealer and suspected of 
being a pimp. 

Soon afterwards, VG, Norway’s 
biggest-selling daily, broke the news 
that the FrP’s parliamentary group had 
built up a secret slush fund with 
taxpayers. money. An account 
containing several hundred thousand 
kronor was being used to finance trips, 


Heimat Bund Ostelbien eV. Founded 
in 2000, it was an arm of the nazi 
Kameradschaft Ostelbien-Pretzien, 
which was placed under police 
surveillance at the end of the 1990s. 
Heimat Bund Ostelbien eV is led by 
Christian Seidel, a former member of 
the nazi National Democratic Party. 
Scandalously, the local mayor, 
Friedrich Harwig of the leftwing 
Democratic Socialist Party (PDS), was 
also a member of the group. 

Harwig, who has now been expelled 
from the PDS, lamely claimed that he 
had tried to exercise good influence on 
the political views of the group’s 
rightwing members. 

Three young men are now under 
police investigation. Uwe Hornburg, a 


gangs on black people which attracted 


Der Rechte Rand and Antifa-Net 


NORWAY: Progress Party in slush fund scandal 


holidays and even cruises for selected 
FrP MPs and their spouses. Jensen's 
explanation was that the spouses had to 
participate in order to “avoid jealousies”. 
She did not elaborate what activities on 
the trips might make them jealous. 

According to VG, the parliamentary 
group also paid for the celebration of 
Hagen’s 60th birthday, a massage stool 
and other items that hardly fit the 
normal perception of parliamentary 
work. 

Norway’s tax authorities consider 
such trips and extras to be taxable 
remuneration and the FrP should have 
declared them as such. When 
investigators from the Oslo tax office 
tried to check the accounts of the FrP 
parliamentary group, party officials 
denied them access, claiming that a 
parliamentary group had _ political 
immunity. It has since been made clear 
that no such immunity exists and the 
FrP has now reluctantly promised to 
give the tax inspectors access to its 
accounts. 

Meanwhile, the presidential council 
of the Norwegian parliament has 
produced stricter regulations for the use 
of taxpayers’ money by parliamentary 
groups and ordered that all their 
accounts should be made available to 
the public. The only member of the 
council who voted against these 
measures was Hagen, the parliament’s 
vice-president. 

From Sven Johansen for Monitor 
and Antifa-Net in Oslo 


prosecutor investigating the incident, 
said, “I am appalled. In 20 years as a 
prosecutor I have never had a case 
quite so disturbing”. Holger 
Hoevelmann, the Interior Minister of 
Saxony, condemned the nazis for 
launching “an attack on civilised 
culture, on humanity and on decency”. 

The book burning, which is a 
chilling reminder of the 1930s when 
Nazi students made pyres of 
“dangerous” books written by Jews, 
followed a series of attacks by racist 













adverse international publicity in the 
run-up to the World Cup. 
=> From Christian Dornbusch for 
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SWEDEN: Nazi gang leader raped sister 


A NAZI GANG led by a National 
Socialist Front activist stalked an 
alleged paedophile and kicked him 
unconscious in a forest near Uppsala, a 
court in Uppsala heard. 

The 20-year-old leader of the gang, 
who also urinated on his victim, was 
sentenced to 18 months in prison for 
assault and battery, duress and 
injustice. Another 20-year-old gang 
member was imprisoned for 15 
months and a 17-year-old was 
sentenced to care by the social services 
and community service. 

The court heard that there was no 
foundation for the gang’s assumption 
that the man they assaulted was a 
paedophile. Worse followed when 
Searchlights Swedish sister magazine 
Expo forced the NSF to dissociate 
itself publicly from the gang’s leader by 
revealing that he had been previously 
convicted for the repeated rape of his 


ITALY: 
Prodi denounces nazi graffiti 


ROMANO PRODI (pictured), the 
Italian Prime Minister, has denounced 
the scrawling of a swastika and other 
antisemitic graffiti on doors and walls 
in a Jewish neighbourhood of Rome on 
the night Italy won the World Cup. 
Graffiti appeared near a restaurant on 
along the main street of the Old 
Ghetto, as the quarter is known. 
A motor scooter saddle, name plates 
and apartment entrance intercoms were 
also spray painted. 

Prodi condemned the graffiti and 
expressed his government’s solidarity 
with the Jewish community. He 
denounced what he called an “ignoble 
gesture of hate and intolerance which 
strikes all Italian people”, promising 
that similar gestures would not be 
tolerated. Prosecutors have opened an 
investigation. 

This is not the first time that 
swastikas have been associated 
with football. Last season 
Lazio fans waved swastika 
flags at a match where rival / 
club supporters held | 
leftwing flags. ih 

The Old Ghetto is just a %, 
short walk from Circus # 
Maximus where more than 
600,000 fans held a World 
Cup victory rally the day 
after the graffiti was 
painted. 
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young sister. 

The man, who cannot be named. 
joined the NSF in 2002 by which time 
he had been abusing his sister for 
several years. It was only after she 
broke down and told a school nurse 
about his assaults that the truth about 
her nazi brother emerged. 

According to a Vasteras district 
court judgment in spring 2003, the 
nazi had had sexual intercourse with 
his sister at least ten times. The verdict 
also noted that this intercourse “had 
been a completely one-sided 
exploitation” of the girl who was just 
12 when the abuse first took place. 
Eventually the young nazi was 
sentenced to care by the social services 
and placed in a juvenile home that 
specialised in dealing with young sex 
offenders. 

In an interview later with a 
journalist writing a book about rapists, 





POLAND: 
Polish MEP praises Franco 


A POLISH MEP has sparked sharp 
exchanges in the European Parliament 
after claiming that today’s Europe 
needs more politicians like General 
Franco, the late Spanish fascist dictator. 
Maciej Marian Giertych, a Polish MEP 
from the far-right League of Polish 
Families, which is part. of Poland’s 
ruling coalition, made the comments as 
MEPs debated the lessons of the 
Spanish fascist coup of 1936. In his 
speech Giertych praised Franco for 
stopping the spread of communism to 
western Europe in the first half of the 
20th century. 

“The presence of such personalities as 
Franco, Salazar and De Valera in 
European politics guaranteed Europe’s 
preservation of traditional values. We 
lack such men of action these days,” said 
the Polish deputy. His speech provoked 

a furious reaction from the 
German Socialist leader 
. Martin Schultz. “What 
> we have just heard is 
Franco's ghost. It was 
a fascist speech and 
such a statement has 
no place in the 
European __ Parlia- 
ment,” he said. 

In recent months, 
socialist and liberal 
MEPs have criticised 
Polish government mem- 
bers, especially their views 


| and policies on gays and 
lesbians. 
















the nazi explained that he was 
“surprised” that there were not more 
young immigrants at the home. 
However, his time there does not seem 
to have cured him of his unpleasant 
political ideas because he maintained 
his commitment to the NSF, moving 
to Uppsala and becoming the party’s 
contact in the town. 

This is not the first time Expo has 
uncovered sexual criminality in the 
ranks of Swedish nazis. Last year the 
magazine revealed how a young 
skinhead nazi linked to the so- 
called “free nationalist” network in 
Gothenburg was sentenced to ten 
months’ custodial youth care for the 
sexual abuse and rape of a child. 
On that occasion too the victim was 
the nazi’s own sister. 

From Daniel Olsson and Mikael 
Ekman for Expo and Antifa-Net in 
Stockholm 


RUSSIA: 
Roma evicted in Kaliningrad 


THE EURO-} 4, ) 
} ig: 


{Gotland | \ LAT 
PEAN ROMA }) §°°\"S rig 
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forced eviction and Kaliningry 
destruction of 40. \; 
homes belonging eal 

to more than 200 “\| warsaw C8 
Roma, including “po LANDS. & 
over 100 children, “~  #d#\ 

in the village of Dorozhnoe in the Kalin- 
ingrad region. In June, the Russian 
authorities bulldozed 37 houses belonging 
to Roma families and set the ruins ablaze. 

The destruction followed proceedings 
in a Russian court in which the Roma 
were not accorded their proper legal 
rights. Over 100 of the evicted Roma, 
who had lived legally in their homes for 
many years, are now living in tents and 
other temporary shelters, and are being 
threatened with physical expulsion from 
their land. 

“This wanton attack on the Roma of 
Dorozhnoe must cease immediately,” 
said Dimitrina Petrova, the executive 
director of the European Roma Rights 
Centre. She demanded that “the Russian 
authorities provide the homeless Roma 
with humanitarian aid and adequate 
compensation for their losses and restore 
legal title to their property”. 

The authorities in Kaliningrad began 
their anti-Roma campaign by having 
the Roma families’ ownership of their 
homes declared illegal. 

Mara Vladimirova for Antifa-Net 
in Moscow reports 
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Arrest threatens remnants 
of National Alliance 


By Leonard Zeskind for IREHR and Antifa-Net 


THE CHAIRMAN OF the National 
Alliance has been charged in a Salt 
Lake City federal court with civil rights 
violations. The incidents cited in the 
indictment date from 31 December 
2002 and 15 Marc 2003, when Shaun 
Walker and two other members of the 
Salt Lake City NA unit — Eric Egbert and 
Travis Massey — allegedly threatened 
people of colour at two different pubs. 
All three men have pleaded not guilty 
and the trial is currently set for early 
August. 

Walker, a self-described micro- 
biologist by training, became the 
leader of the NA’s Salt Lake City unit 
while the group’s founder William 
Pierce was still alive and running the 
outfit. When Erich Gliebe was selected 
as its chairman in July 2002, he picked 
Walker to be his “chief operations 
officer”. Gliebe resigned amid 
accusations of personal corruption 
and the defection of hundreds of the 
NA‘s most talented activists. 

Walker stepped into the gap in 
2005. There was some evidence that 
he had stabilised the organisation and 
begun to rebuild its ties to groups on 
the other side of the Atlantic. 
According to reports from Expo, 
Searchlight's sister publication in 
Sweden, a representative of the 
Nordic Alliance visited the NA’s West 
Virginia headquarters last April. Two 
weeks later Walker spoke in 
Stockholm, where he traded heavily 
on the NA‘s reputation under Pierce. 

Best known as the author of an 
Aryan adventure fantasy novel, The 
Turner Diaries, Pierce had turned 
a small-scale propaganda outfit into a 
strong organisation with significant 
assets and an international presence 
over the course of three decades. At its 
height, the NA owned a headquarters 
compound of more than 400 acres 
(160 ha) in the West Virginia 


mountains and a white power music 
business mini-empire that included a 
glossy-full colour magazine, a robust 
web publisher and short-wave radio 





broadcaster; and claimed the 
allegiance of almost 1,500 members. 
The membership was __ largely 
structured into units and proto-units 
based on geography and region. 
But significant numbers of well 
trained cadres also operated inside 
other white supremacist and far right 
organisations, including those 
associated with the anti-immigrant 
movement and the Council of 
Conservative Citizens. When Pierce 
died, these assets began to dissipate. 

After his arrest Walker stepped 
down as chairman and Gliebe 
returned. The son of a Hitler-era Nazi 
soldier, Gliebe speaks fluent German 
and, though a machinist by trade, 
enjoyed a short-lived career as a 
professional boxer. He effectively ran 
the Cleveland unit and Ohio Region 
before Pierce put him in charge of 
Resistance Records. But Gliebe had 
expressed little respect for the 
skinheads who were the record 
company’s primary customers and 
competitors soon challenged what 
had been the movement's premier 
music business. 

When Gliebe first became chairman, 
he brought to the job little more than a 
macho personality and a penchant for 
womanising. It is unlikely he has 
changed. In fact, Gliebe has once again 
announced that he is raising funds for a 
“defense fund” for Walker and the 
others. An earlier defence fund raised 
thousands of dollars when a Georgia 
leader of the NA, Chester Doles, was 
arrested (and convicted) on gun 
charges. The fate of this money became 
one of the many complaints lodged 
against Gliebe in 2004, when the most 
significant break in NA ranks occurred. 

Many of the most skilled unit leaders 
left to found an organisation named 
National Vanguard under _ the 
leadership of Kevin Strom. Although 
Strom has less personal charisma than 
a white potato in a mild cream soup, he 
was a competent propagandist and his 
organisation most closely resembles 





On trial for civil rights violations: Shaun 
Walker, former National Alliance leader 





Pierce’s National Alliance — particularly 
during the middle years of its growth 
period. If National Vanguard is growing, 
however, it is invisible to the naked eye 
and a couple of its units have since 
gone on their own. Nevertheless, 
Strom’s group remains relatively strong, 
aided in part by a close working 
relationship with Don Black's 
Stormfront website and with David 
Duke. It has kept an active presence in 
the anti-immigrant movement and 
continues to hold semi-public events. It 
hosted David Irving in July 2003 and 
held a “Eurofest” in Arizona the 
following October. 

The collapse of the NA _ into 
competing factions has led some 
observers to search for a new or 
different organisation to name as 
“America’s largest hate group”. On 20 
June the ADL gave that title to a group 
of Hollywood nazis known as the 
National Socialist Movement, which 
had attracted some new members 
after the total disintegration of Matt 
Hale’s World Church of the Creator. 
Just as quickly the NSM too had 
troubles and less than a month after 





ADL's designation members began 
leaving in great numbers when they 
discovered that a leader’s wife was a 
Satanist. 

In fact the entire white nationalist 
movement is in flux and none of the 
competing groups are likely to 
emerge in the near future as the 
definitive leader of the pack. Instead, 
think of the implosion of the NA like a 
death star breaking up in the 
atmosphere as it approaches the 
planet Earth. It does not touch down 
whole, but sprays out several 
thousand little individual death 
meteors. While the death star does not 
blow a whole in the ocean, the 
meteorites slowly poison the 
atmosphere nonetheless. ~= 


Billy Roper. A former Arkansas high 
school teacher who became the 
“deputy membership coordinator” 
under Pierce, Roper left late in 2002 
and formed a group named White 
Revolution. 


April Gaede and “Prussian Blue”. 
One of the few women to play a 
leadership role in this movement, 
Gaede led the Sacramento unit of 
the National Alliance, before 
leaving with Kevin Strom and 
others in 2005. Her young 
daughters perform as a singing 
group known as Prussian Blue at 
cultural events and political rallies. 


David Pringle. The Alaska unit 
leader during the Pierce regime, 
Pringle left the National Alliance 
with Strom and effectively serves as 
his number two. A skilled speaker 
and propagandist, Pringle will make 
a mark regardless of which 
organisation he is affiliated with. 


Will Williams. A movement veteran 
from North Carolina, Williams 
started out in the White Patriot 
Party. He served Pierce as his 
membership coordinator for a 
number of years before returning 
to his home in North Carolina. 
He initially identified himself with 
Roper’s outfit after that split. 





Billy Roper speaking at the Aryan Nations 
Congress in 2003 
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April Gaede's Guest Appearance on 
Stormfront Radio with Jamie Kelso 


(left) April Gaede's daughters perform as 
Prussian Blue 


Ron Doggett. Closely associated 
with Will Williams over the 
decades, Doggett lives in Virginia 
and is currently serving as a 
representative of David Duke's 
EURO outfit. 


Jesse Curnow. Once the Phoenix 
Unit leader of the National Alliance, 
he switched his allegiance to Kevin 
Strom’s National Vanguard. In his 
early twenties, Curnow is unsteady 
ideologically, but has been well 
connected across Arizona's growing 
white nationalist scene. 


Roger Williams. A sure-footed 
organiser from Denver, he served 
Pierce and Gliebe as the Western 
States Regional Coordinator, until he 
left along with Strom. Soon 
afterwards he left National Vanguard 
along with its Tampa-St Petersburg, 
Florida unit to form an outfit now 
known as Nationalist Coalition. 


Mike O'Sullivan. The Las Vegas unit 
leader for National Vanguard, 
O'Sullivan heads a group that has 
remained prominent in the area's 
anti-immigrant movement. He has 
also spearheaded the attempt to 
create an electioneering front 
called White People’s Party, which 
has not yet been recognised on 
the ballot. 





International nazis join Russian 
far-right gathering 


Mara Vladimirova for Antifa-Net Moscow reports 


MOSCOW PLAYED HOST to an 
international racist conference 
attended by a galaxy of rightwing 
extremists, including the leading US 
nazi David Duke. 

Titled “The White World in the XX1 
century”, the event in early June was the 
brainchild of Guillaume Faye, a French 
New Right writer who visited the 
Russian capital last year. It was 
organised by those behind the racist 
magazine Athenaeum and the Russian 
European Synergy. 

The meeting’s coordinator was Pavel 
Tulaev, Athenaeum’s main editor, who 
officially billed it as a scientific seminar 
with contributions from  world- 
renowned philosophers. His wife, 
Galina Lozko, attended as a 
representative from Ukraine where she 
edits a magazine called Svarog. 

Alexander Sevastianov, the leader of 
the National State Party of Russia 
(NDPR), also addressed the meeting to 


the loud applause of party members 
present. So-called warriors from the 
National People’s Party (NNP) acted as 
“minders” but Alexander Ivanov- 
Sucharevsky, the NNP leader, only sent 
a statement to be read out. Several other 
well known Russian nationalists came 
as did two representatives of the 
Movement Against Illegal 
Immigration. 

Most of the foreign guests had 
written articles for Athenaeum. 
Most prominent was Faye who drew a 
utopian picture of a new white empire — 
“Eurosiberia” — with its capital in 
Moscow. He did not say what he plans 
to do with the various non-white ethnic 
groups who already live in Siberia. 

Two other French far-rightists made 
the trip: Pierre Vial, from the fascist 
journal Terre et Peuple, who talked about 
the conflict between northern and 
southern civilisations, and Jean-Pierre 
Tillenon, a Breton nationalist. 


Pierre Krebs from Germany, where 
he leads the Thule Seminar, impressed 
listeners with a speech of which 
sections seem to have been lifted 
directly from Hitler’s propaganda chief 
Josef Goebbels and mixed with 
references to ancient Greeks and 
equally ancient Germans. Constantin 
von Hoffmeister, a teacher from 
Germany, spoke about the “superiority 
of ‘biopolitics’ over geopolitics”. 

The star performer was the ghastly 
perma-tanned and coiffeured Duke 
who treated his audience to a 
presentation in which, after describing 
all the known incipient threats to the 
so-called “white race”, he tried to paint 
journalists as the biggest enemy of 
nationalists because they were able to 
brand nationalists as idiots. Duke is 
now well known in Moscow where he 
clearly feels at home. 

The rest of the racist cast included 
Gerhoch Reisegger from Austria who 














left to right: Constantin von Hoffmeister (Germany), Jose Maria Alvarez (Spain), Eleftherios Ballas (Greece), Guillaume Faye (France) 
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spoke about the Turkish danger for 
Europe, Jose Maria Alvares and 
Enrique Ravello from the Spanish 
magazine Tierra y pueblo and 
Eleftherios Ballas from the Greek 
group Arma — for Aryan roots and race 
spirit who also represented the 
Norwegian National Socialist Move- 
ment with which Arma has links. 

Other foreign extremists had been 
invited but could not get Russian visas. 
They included Barbara Kriger from 
Poland, Silvano Lorenzoni from Italy, 
Robert Steuckers from Belgium and 
Anton Rachev from Bulgaria, who had 
been down to speak on the riveting 
subject of the “Metapolitical Front of 
the White Movement”. 

Vladimir Avdeev, a Russian racist from 
the editorial board of Athenaeum, 
entertained guests by dishing out a 
reprint of a German 1930s poster of 
racial types in Europe. It appeared to 
escape his notice that the poster depicts 
Slavs as an inferior race. Avdeev evidently 
considers himself an honorary Aryan 

Details of the conference had been 





left to right: 

Jean-Pierre Tillenon (France) 

Jose Maria Alvarez (Spain) 

David Duke (USA former KKK) 
Eleftherios Ballas (Greece) 

Pierre Krebs (Germany) 

Enrique Ravello (Spain) 

Pierre Vial (France) 

the organiser Pavel Tulaev (Russia) 
Galyna Lozko (Ukraine) 


circulated among a very narrow circle 
but judging by the admission fees and 
literature sales, Athenaeum must have 
taken several thousand pounds in 
income. 

Athenaeum was founded five years ago 
as the successor of another racist 
journal, Inheritance of Ancestors. From 
the outset it was styled as a Russian 
international magazine because it 
published articles by rightwing 
extremist propagandists and politicians 
from across the world. 

Athenaeum’s website has pages in 
Russian, English, German, French, 
Spanish, Polish, Bulgarian, Serbian, 
Ukrainian and Belarusian. The site 
contains considerable material on the 
French New Right and the political 
warfare between Faye and Alain de 
Benoist, the French New Right guru. 
The British National Party and the 
history of the British nationalist 
movement since beginning of the 20th 
century also feature there. 

Anatoly Ivanov, the head of European 
Synergy, translates the French material 
on the website. A historian, Ivanov 
wrote a book in 1978, Christian Black 
Death, in which he claims that 
Christianity was a Jewish ideological 
diversion for destroying the 
spiritual foundations of “Aryanism”. 
The struggle between German 
emperors and Popes in the Middle 
Ages, the Renaissance and philosophies 
of Schopenhauer and Nietzsche, Ivanov 
explains as “constant liberation of the 


Aryan soul of the Europeans from 
“zionochristianism and the realisation 
of the spiritual antagonism between the 
Jewish and Aryan worlds”. 

The ideological basis of Athenaeum 
lies in the same outlook of criticising 
Christianity, looking back to old Slavic 
roots and pan-Slavism and 
propagating the theory of the “Fourth 
World War” between “the White 
World” and the rest. 

Among the devotees of Athenaeum’s 
neopaganism are the NDPR and NNP. 
Ivanov-Sucharevsky has been prosecuted 
several times for extremist propaganda in 
his newspaper I’m Russian and there are 
rumoured to be links between him and 
groups of Moscow skinheads. Neither 
the NDPR nor the NNP bother to hide 
their ultra-nationalism and sympathy for 
Adolf Hitler. Members of both these 
parties took part in the big Russian 
nationalist march in Moscow on 4 
November last year. 

At the end of the conference 
delegates produced a resolution to 
create a “White International” with the 
head of the Greek goddess Athena as its 
symbol and “White people of the 
world, come together!” as its slogan. 
Moscow, meanwhile, was declared the 
capital of their brave new white world 
in the 21st century. 

The organisers and delegates appear 
so satisfied with the results of their 
efforts that they have decided to hold a 
seminar every year. The next is planned 
for the Crimea next month. ~= 
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Former partisans help fight today’s fascists 


By Alfio Bernabei 


“BLOW OUT THE FLAME” — spegnere la 
fiamma — has become the favourite 
antifascist slogan in Italy. This reason is 
that all the fascist groups use as their 
logo the “eternal flame” that burns on 
Mussolini’s tomb in Predappio. 

The past few months have seen 
dozens of events against fascism and 
racism. The antifascist movement may 
have been slow to grasp the full 
significance of the basis for the revival 
of fascism brought about by the 
Berlusconi government while it was in 
power, but it has gradually gained 
strength, producing a myriad of 
initiatives all over the country. 

The flurry of antifascist events is 
reported on websites such as 
www.ecn.org/antifa, created by 
antifascismo militante “to oppose 
organised neo-fascism and act as an 
observatory, with updated news of 


fascist activities and antifascist 
initiatives” There is also a new 
publication called /nformazione 
antifascista. 


One source of inspiration is ANPI, 
the national association of the 
partigiani who fought against the 
fascists during the Second World War. 
At its annual gathering in February 
ANPI discussed how best to teach the 
lessons of the Italian resistance to a 
new generation of antifascists. 

In the past few months there have 
been meetings to enable partigiani to 
address young people, a concert anda 
barbecue party in Padua, a meeting to 
publicise Informazione antifascista, an 
exhibition on Ethiopian antifascists 
who fought against the Italian 
invasion of 1935, a “reggae hiphop- 
ska-rocksteady-funky” benefit concert 
in Milan, a theatre performance in 
Viterbo, near Rome, and conferences 
with Emanuele del Medico, author of 
Catholic traditionalism and the radical 
right. This book traces the link 
between Catholic religious 
fundamentalism and fascism that is so 
much part of neofascist movements 
such as Forza Nuova. 

The websites have also helped 
coordinate exchange visits by 
European antifascist groups. In spring 


representatives of the 
Antifaschistische Linke Berlin held 
meetings in several Italian towns. 

Many of the benefit concerts are 
being staged to pay legal fees for the 
defence of 25 people who were 
imprisoned after a demonstration in 
Milan in March. They were protesting 
at a rally by Fiamma Tricolore, the 
fascist party led by Luca Romagnoli, 
MEP, who has been described as a 
denier of the Holocaust. After clashes 
with the police a number of 
antifascists were arrested and 
charged. They now face the courts in 
Milan. This town, so often presented 
as leading the world in fashion and 
design, is going through a political 
“dark age”. Its mayor, Letizia Moratti, 
enjoys the support of Fiamma 
Tricolore and Alessandra Mussolini's 
Azione Sociale. 

The antifascist websites also host 
‘witness accounts of various events 
and demonstrations. One reads: “This 
is from someone who was actually 
there [at the demonstration in Milan]. 
Don't believe a word of what the 
papers tell you. The fascists were no 
more than 80-100 in all, and were 
protected by about 200 police and 
about 20 police vehicles. We were 
about 200, plus about 50 people 
representing various institutions (if 
that’s what you want to call them). 

“When the rats began their march 
past us, it is true that the police 
charged us, but something happened 
that was very beautiful. High up from 
their windows, two ladies began to 
shout insults at the fascists. They were 
calling them ‘fascist shits. Within 
minutes people began to come down 
from their flats and joined us with 
their children. They were all shouting 
slogans against Fiamma Tricolore ... if 
it hadn't been for the police 
protecting them, most of the fascists 
would have ended up queuing in front 
of the chemists’ shops.’ 

Meanwhile, undeterred by its 
disastrous setback at the recent local 
elections, Forza Nuova and others 
continue to work towards setting up a 
European fascist network. “The 


European National Front held _ its 
last meeting in Bucharest hosted by 
Forza Nuova Noua Dreapta,’ announced 
Forza Nuova’s website. “The [Spanish] 
Falange and Die Nationaldemokraten 
Partei auf Deutschland [sic] were 
among those present. On the agenda 
was the approval of the Statute of the 
European National Front (ENF). 
The ENF is a pan-European decen- 
tralised organisation made up of 
independent national associations and 
political parties sharing the same 
objectives. The members of the 
ENF will act in order to achieve 
the following objectives: 

Defence of the sovereignty, dignity 
and independence of Europe and all 
European nations. A Europe for 
the nations, not for the bankers, not 
for economic globalisation and 
regionalist separatism. 

Promotion of European culture, of 
the traditions of the Christian faith, in 
opposition to the globalising culture, 
to illegal immigration and to the 
integration of cultures and extra 
European ethnicities, such as the 
Turkish one. 

Promotion of an economic system 
based on real social justice, not on 
aggressive capitalism or Marxist 
dogmas. 

Defence of Europe against American 
Imperialism that has always tried to 
impose itself through violence. 

Promotion of the values of the 
traditional family, of the right to life, 
against abortion and against gay 
marriages and gay adoptions.’ 

According to Forza Nuova the next 
meeting of the ENF will take place in 
Madrid at the end of November. 
Making the most of what it describes 
in glowing terms as the “new wind 
from the East” and full of praise for 
“the authorities and the angry crowds 
that prevented gay pride parades in 
Moscow and for Noua Dreapta’s 
‘March for Normality’ in Bucharest’, 
last month Forza Nuova concentrated 
its efforts in organising anti-gay 
demonstrations in Turin and claimed a 
success in preventing a gay pride 
March in Catania, southern Italy. —~<@ 
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Army to probe front 
involvement with cadets 


Following our recent exposure of Column 
88 involvement with army cadets, another 
disturbing case has come to light in 
Chorley, Lancs. 

This time it is the National Front who are 
alleged to have used at least eight 
uniformed and unaccompanied cadets in 
a scheme to raise funds. 

The event which was attended by over 
100 people took place at the home of the 
Front’s Chorley organiser, Tom Westhead, 
where the cadets gave a display of 
camping and cooking. 

Admitting that it was organised by the 
NF social committee, Westhead claimed 
that no profit had been made but when 
pressed wouldn't disclose if any possible 
profit would have gone to Front funds. 

The most disturbing thing about the 
incident was the way the Front resorted to 
duplicity. In a statement issued through 
the army, the boys leader claimed that he 
had been led to believe that the display 
had been intended for a local Methodist 
School. 
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Front shoulder to shoulder with 
Paisley 


LEADING National Front members have 
been identified in the forefront of the 
recent wave of loyalist violence which is 
sweeping Northern Ireland. 

After Searchlight reported over many 
months that the NF were pouring their 
efforts into a campaign in the province, it 
has become clear that the Front is throwing 
itself wholeheartedly into incidents being 
orchestrated by the Democratic Unionist 
Party led by lan Paisley. 

Today revealed in mid-July that NF 
leaders Nick Griffin and John Field (the 
latter a welfare officer in the Ulster 
Defence Association) marched at Paisley’s 
shoulders when he led militant loyalists on 
a provocative night time march into 
Hillsborough in defiance of an RUC ban. 

The indications are that the Front is 
having some success in peddling its 
message to loyalists bent on sabotaging 
the Hillsborough agreement. 

As Searchlight goes to press, Paisley 
himself is in Canada and unavailable for 
comment, but his DUP deputy, Peter 
Robinson MP, refused to dissociate his 
party from the NF. 
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Right Now blown right open 


Right Now!, the ultra-right Conservative 
supporting quarterly, received an almost 
fatal blow after a joint investigation by 
Searchlight and The Observer exposed the 
extremist past and ideology of many of its 
leading figures. 

Days after Right Now! celebrated its biggest 
political coup to date, when Ann 
Widdecombe, a Home Office minister, 
addressed one of its meetings in the House of 
Commons, it was rocked by The Observer's 
story. Central to the article was the fact that 
Derek Turner, the present editor of the 
rightwing magazine, turned out to be the 
Derrick Turner whom Searchlight exposed 
eight years ago as the leader of the Irish nazi 
group, the Social Action Initiative. In 1988 
Turner, then working for the Irish Navy, was 
investigated by the Garda's Special Branch 
after allegations that he was passing highly 
sensitive communications information to the 
UDA in Belfast. While there was not enough 
evidence to charge Turner, it was discovered 
that he had visited leading National Front 
Officials at the UDA’s East Belfast headquarters. 

A year later Turner came to London and 
was soon pictured by Searchlight attending 
an NF Remembrance Day march. 
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who lives in the Netherlands. 

The traditionalists, who focused more 
around music, and the more political 
Combat 18 strand cooperated until the 
entry of a large number of Gabbers into 
the B&H scene. These Gabbers had 
become interested in skinhead music 
and culture and transformed themselves 
into rightwing skinheads. Some older 
boneheads from the Hou Kontakt 
generation also became active again, 
facilitating the growth of decentralised 
groups under the B&H flag, though 
whether they were really part of the 
network remains to be seen. 

By 2005 two distinct organisations 
were emerging: B&H/RVF, composed 
of the Combat 18 fans, and B&H 
Nederland. Former NVU members play 
a key role in B&H/RVF alongside Eite 
Homan’ nazi group. In 2006 they were 
joined by the former Gabbers of the 
Soetermeer Skinhead Front (SSF), who 
achieved notoriety last year by 
organising a nazi fest on 5 May, when 
the Netherlands celebrates the end of 
the Nazi occupation. 

B&H/RVF is notable for its 
outspoken support of violence and its 
antisemitic ideology. It supported 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq because of his 
fight against Israel. It supports the 
German nazi terrorist Kay Diesner, 
who killed a police officer and shot 
a leftwing bookseller, and it promotes 


Eite Homan, a long-time nazi leader, joins the NVU's pro-lran demonstration in The Hague in 





the US nazi concept of leaderless 
resistance. The latest model for this 
appears to be Mohammed Bouyeri, 
the antisemite and Islamist murderer 
of the film producer, Theo van Gogh. 
Despite being politically independent, 
B&H/RVF invariably supports the 
NVU’s demonstrations and takes an 
interest in nazi structures in 
neighbouring Germany. 

The traditionalists of B&H 
Nederland are more decentralised and 
more widely spread. They also claim 
political independence but regularly 
cooperate with the fascist Nationale 
Alliantie (NA) and the Flanders branch 
of Blood & Honour. 

Both groups held activities on 4 
March. Twenty B&H/RVF members 
took their own banner to an NVU 
demonstration in the Nijmegen election 
campaign while B&H Nederland 
organised a commemoration for Hitler’s 
SS murderers at a graveyard in 
Ysselstein but had to switch to Lommel 
in Flanders after opposition from an 
AFA demonstration. About 100 Dutch 
nazis turned out together with another 
100 from Germany and Belgium. 

After the Ysselstein retreat the 
leaders of B&H/RVF criticised their 
rival’s organisers for openly publicising 
the rally. But within B&H/RVF there 
was criticism of the electoral theme of 
the NVU demonstration. ~ 
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